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DEDICATED TO THE LEGEND THAT IS MACCA 

THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE ‘STRANGE MODELERS OF UNIVERSAL TRAINS’. 



Hi SMUTTERS, 
                         Allow me to welcome you to the first issue of      
The SMUTTER newsletter, a newsletter apparently mean’t 
to convey supposedly important information about things a 
bunch of railfans get up to. 
  Ask you can see from my photo, I have been busy ringing 
up the various railfan news outlets, taking tour bookings, 
getting updates from the various SMUT chapters, washing 
SMUT member cars, cleaning SMUT members houses, 
cooking for them every night and checking the classifieds 
for a far less morally degrading job. 
  However, a girl has to do what a girl has to do, even if it is 
a 10 hour day for $5.25. It ain’t much, but at least I get to 
take calls from unkempt railfans who feel sleazy jokes about 
3801 are the way into a girls heart. 
  Oh yeah, my commanders have also complained that the 
fact I look like a girl may scare whiskers off some of you 
more railfan of railfans. 
  So from now on you can call me Peter and I will answer all 
phone enquiries in the deep and husky tone of your choice. 

  The ‘Strange Modelers of Universal 

Trains’ 

is an unofficial non-club,  operated by     

non-members for non-members.  

  We      partake in many non-activities, like 

social non-gatherings, research, modelling 

nights, railway non-trips, non-publishing 

and sitting around for hours on end      

whinging about the hobby. 
 

BDIC:         Brad 

Squirrels:    Brad, Dodgy, Rory, Michael, 

Craig, Nate.  

With Ian not quite sure. 

 

 

     SMUT.Modelers.Group 

             @gmail.com 

726 restored at State Mine.                                 Photo: Zane Maber 
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COPYWRITE    Strange Modelers of  

Universal Trains 2015 
 

  All rights reserved.  

  This publication is produced by Arnold Feather for the 

‘Strange Modelers of Universal Trains. It is intended for 

personal research use of anyone strange enough to          

interested and only personal photocopying is  permitted. 

  Use of content within the publication for commercial,  

illegal activity as outlined by the RSPCA or other 

publishing purposes can be granted by emailing the 

group ( SMUT.Modelers.Group@gmail.com )  

and including an appropriate credit in the final work. 

  I have been researching and 

writing a book on the Rail History 

of Coffs Harbour for the          

Centenary of the first train into 

Coffs Harbour on the 30th of   

August 1915.  

  The book in all regards is       

complete, but the only thing     

required is cash.  

  The cost of printing is $8000  

dollars the printing is being     

carried out by 3e innovative de-

sign Brisbane.  

  I have a sample of the book the 

first 2 chapters in PDF form  

available should anyone wish to 

have a look.  

  The price is 39.95 with all funds 

raised going to the Coffs Harbour 

Regional Museum.  

 

 

 

 

 

lordghostryder@hotmail.com  

Q. How do you know when your 

cat’s done cleaning herself?  

A. She’s smoking a cigarette.  

 

  My boyfriend came over, saw 

my litter box, and smugly said, 

"Oh, have you got a cat?" He 

wasn't so smug when I told him, 

"No, it's for company!"  

S*M*U*T 

 

Because  

Mates 

And 

The  

Hobby 

Matter! 



SMUT – A HISTORY OF MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

 2000-2015 
                                                                                                                                                 BY: BRAD PEADON 
 

  While SMUT itself is a reasonably young group, its ideals can be traced back to the start of Platform Whinos 

on  Yahoogroups in November 2000. 

  Even back then, stupidity in the hobby and the psychopaths that infest it, had pretty much destroyed all my 

desire. Much of my railfan interest had transferred to the Philippines and only the bitter aftertaste of the    

Australian side remained. 

  Thus was born Platform Whinos, a light    

hearted poke at the hobby and those within 

it. With so many fully understanding where 

the hobby is going, the membership just 

grew. At its peak, it was not unusual to get 

over 50 messages in a night, the record     

surpassing 140 on one evening. 

  People came and went, but the one or two  

messages a month it receives now is a far cry 

from back when Yahoogroups were the in 

thing. Many still carry on, Ausloco,           

LocoShed etc etc, but now most have        

migrated to Farcebook groups for the railfan 

chat, and sadly,  accelerated spreading of 

hate. 

 

  During this period David Xuereb and I set 

up the ‘Botany Line Model Railway Club’ 

and rented out Rockdale signalbox. Much was done there, with many a railfan night organised and efforts to 

restore the signalbox partaken in. 

  Weekend open days were regularly organised, while groups like SETS ran a bus tour to visit the box and see 

what we were doing. 

  Yet, despite all this work, Railcorp decided to rain on the parade saying that we have been breathing in       

asbestos dust for years and needed to leave the box while the problem was investigated. Offers to try and raise 

the money were  rejected and today the box sits boarded up and vandalised – testimony to Railcorp’s interest 

in railway history, only outshined, maybe, by Pacific National’s. 

 

  Despite pleas ‘for help on the internet, little interest or support was gained. 

  This ignorant posting on       

Railpage probably best signifies 

the moment I gave up.  

 

  “Brad, I haven't noticed any   

promotion inviting people to drop 

in for a chat. 

  The clique is obviously            

established, now the chips are 

down the clique needs help. 

  Various people drop in - but no 

one here seems to know you and 

your friends exist. 

  I don't care either way, just a 

comment. Private closed groups 

would not generally get any      

sympathy from the Government for 

obvious reasons. 

  You need help, have a open day 

each Saturday until the deadline, 

you might get plenty of interest to 

save it. You never know. 

Pv” 

   

  This one person’s ignorance of what actually was happening pretty much summed up the whole pathetic   

hobby as a whole.  



  Mr pv, along with others who encourage with death threats, racial hatred and various other putrid examples of 

modern humanity, were the catalyst for my giving up and walking off to the Philippine railway hobby in order to 

make a difference somewhere that ‘I thought’ would truly appreciate it. 

  The Australian railfan hobby and its vile, perverted, depraved elements were all behind me. 

 

WORLDWIDE RAILFANS 

 

  If there is one constant, it is that worldwide railfans 

have equal mental issues. 

  While my involvement in the Philippines was very 

successful and many friends were made, even in 2015 

I am still running my groups based on the fascinating 

transport there, the progress made was, again, not 

worth the misery caused by a select few with control 

ambitions or hatred of foreigners. 

  Enroute to a brand new era in Philippine          

preservation history, we voted in someone who viewed 

lesser financial people as sub-human workers and, 

even far, far worse, an ex-pat German in Manila who 

tried to lie and manipulate people, even resorting to 

lying about the dead, all in an effort to push his racial 

hatred agenda. Hiya Chaim…. 

 

  Suddenly the small minded tools in Australia seemed 

not so important. 

  It took a while, but I gave up and let all the         

troublemakers in the Philippines destroy the hobby for  

their whole nation and started thinking about things back in Australia.  
 

THE BIRTH OF SMUT 

 

  For many months I thought about it. 

  Why is it that people with similar interests in    

Australia cannot co-exist? 

  Why is it that contributing photos to magazines got 

me death threats, why does my marriage nationality 

choice lead me to offers of getting belted up by      

self-pleasuring train drivers from Eveleigh and why 

can’t we work       together to make the best of this 

hobby? 

  It is just a past time that we all love and share in 

common, so why do so many seek to destroy it – 

most not having the balls to even show up to         

administer offered bashings. 

 

  Over the years I had made many friends, some of 

them who were very close family ones, but we were 

all scattered across many different groups, indeed, 

many like me       refused to be involved in any more 

groups following bad experiences and attempted 

violations. 

 

  I wanted more – much more.  

 

  I had, by now, decided on a new social group, one based on its members having a similar respect for each other and 

one that would encourage all members various interests in N/HO/O modelling and prototype railways, regardless of 

country of prototype. 

  This would later extend to a few members interested in aviation and science fiction modelling. 

 

  A few weeks later the ‘Strange Modelers of Universal Trains’ (SMUT) was born. 

  Initially we were mostly a social group, regular modelling nights and parties following major exhibition events. 

  Our main forum was commenced in April 2011 on Yahoogroups and things grew from there.  

First SMUT meeting in Manila (Philippines) in conjunction 

with the ‘Philippine Railway Historical Society. 



Our founding membership was: 

 

Brad Peadon              (obviously) 

Roy Howarth             (The EMU encyclopedia) 

Rory Holdsworth      (The N scale advocate) 

Brad Coulter             (The locomotive encyclopedia)  

Rod Smith                 (Modeller extraordinaire)  

Dale Richards           (The signalling supremo) 

Paul Henderson        Subsequently left the group. 

Ian McIntyre            The legend that is Macca. 

Paul Hornby             Interesting chap. Never really followed us to Facebook, But still on Yahoogroup. 

David Philips            The dispenser of logic and modern day reality. Into tickets also. 

Bill Sullivan              Dear friend who has sadly since passed away. 

David Xuereb           Sadly left again before May 2011 and has since left us another 4 times.  

                                    Currently a member. 

Terry Cassidy           He is one of us. He also collects aviation models. 

 

  It is perhaps testimony to what 

the group was set up to be, that 

most of the original members  

remain (where physically able) 

and that we have grown in     

membership slowly ever since. 

  Not that we seek it – new      

membership is a rare thing.  

 

  As with all groups, we have    

certainly had our share of ups, 

downs and tanties. You will     

always have this in any group 

where people have different     

ideals, or thoughts on the value of 

friendship. While many have left, 

a large percentage of those have 

since returned. 

 

  The years since have seen much 

change. Member Dodgy Lyons introduced the very popular closed 

lines bus tours to the group, something that is now extending to rail 

museums. At time of typing, we are less than two weeks out from 

our third bus tour and have another very special one arranged for 

later in the year. 

  Member Greg Stock brought forth the idea of a train tour, some-

thing that lead to the history making running of 4464 to Naradhan 

on the 20th anniversary of her entering preservation.  

 

  Along with the tours we publish items of historical interest on the 

internet and have a longer term goal of trying to help rural railway 

preservation efforts through donations. 

 

TODAY: 
 

  We continue to remain a relatively small group (though larger 

than our founding member numbers)  of good friends who enjoy 

each other’s company and the events that are organised, either offi-

cially or otherwise. 

  We have members/chapters in Australia, Philippines, Hong Kong 

and even Adelaide.  

  We also run a selection of interesting rail related forums for every-

one and share our research with same.  

 

Photo Right: Brad Peadon, John Currey and Neville Pollard on the 

2014 Naradhan tour. 

SMUT RESEARCH 

Rail research and preservation 

is important 

to us. We share research      

projects 



  Yes, we do endure the occasional     

hatred sent our way. It is                     

understandable, given many in the    

hobby build their existence on hate and 

cannot quite grasp the idea of        

friendship. However the inter-group 

support we have built means that none 

of this no affects us. 

 

  It is hoped the future will see many 

more great achievements, more bus 

tours and social events, hopefully an ex-

hibition layout and, most especially, the 

group be able to help out each other and 

others. 

SMUT by name – FAMILY by nature. 

 

SMUT TOURS 
 

  Listing of tours which we generally have limited seats open for public use.  

 

 

May 30th   
               Cindarella Line (Closed Branches) Tour - inc Albion Park and hobby shop visit. 

 

August 8th  
                   Bluescope Steel Heritage Bus Tour - inc Cringila photo session and Mt Kembla walk. 

                       BOOK IN ADVANCE or you will miss out. 

 

Possible Tours For 2016 

                   Richmond Vale / Neath 

                    State Mine Railway 

                    Former South Eastern Beaches Tramway Routes 



  Despite all the best intentions, work has yet to commence 

on the Riverina micro-layout at SMUT HQ. Funding is still 

gradually being  added to and it is hoped 2016 will be the 

year. 

  Work has mostly been continuing with the endless tak of 

cataloguing the foamer collection of photos, books,        

documents collected over the year to far better help       

researching SMUT members. 

  Besides that, I have been busy working on the new SMUT 

produced online fleet status/trivia lists and this new    

newsletter. 

 

SMUT would like to welcome its new family members: 

David Good 

Jonathan Thomas 

Zane Maber 

 

We would also like to farewell out dear friends: 

Greg Stock 

Doug Coster 

We wish you all the best for the future. 

 

 Macca has been busy collecting wood for his new layout 

project down in the Wagga SMUT rooms. 

  He is later planning a  ‘Working With Wood’ seminar for 

people who don’t believe you can build an entire layout 

from old logs pilfered from a national  park.  

                                                         Photo: Rodney Smith 

 

News from Macca: 

 

  With our history being involvement in the building of 

Stockinbingal, the much honoured model which was built 

by a bunch of mates here in Wagga Wagga. Shown in 3 

states and territories, Stockinbingal was ground-breaking 

in a number of ways.  

  It was the first exhibition layout to appear in both 

AMRM and the Journal of Australian Model Railways.  

   The depiction of a station not on the Eastern side of the 

Great Divide was a little novel at the time but very well 

received by modellers and the general public alike. 

  Rodney and I rose to even greater notoriety as Clinic  

operators attending many shows with Lloyd’s Model    

Railways, building many RTR models for Lloyd to sell as 

well as those special ordered. Some of you may have a 

model built by us.  

  Today, Rodney and I still enjoy our trains and of course 

socialising with good friends we have made along the way. 

Both of our lives have seen interruptions, raising families, 

changing jobs, and a major accident. 

  Rodney has always been a NSW Railway modeller,      

interested in the unusual. He has built up a collection of 

TYCO pieces and gets excited about this stuff. His main 

modelling interest is in diesels, although I know he has a 

couple of rockburner kits. 

  Teaching himself casting in urethane, Rod is angling   

towards producing a few unusual models and maybe even 

a kit or two. I was a convert to Aussie modelling but my 

interest has changed from mid 70s to earlier, when steam 

was king. My immediate plans are for a branchline in the 

workshop, stepping up to DCC and an exhibition layout.   

                                     ———— 

(EDITOR: Macca’s extensive knowledge and experience in 

the hobby has gained him legend status within the SMUT 

group. An event not so long back nearly robbed us all of 

him—something that has served to remind all SMUT 

members to appreciate each other while everyone is 

around.)   

                                    ———— 

  Photos below are some of the work coming out of the 

Wagga guys. (AN-Rodney Smith  35– Ian McIntyre) 

 

 



No report received. 

 

  Work continues on upgrading pointwork at the SS 

SMUT rooms. It is hoped to have it completed by the 

next event. 

No update has been received from the biggest SMUT 

chapter in the Philippines, however Michael Lozano 

recently shared a photo of a PNR 900 class being 

made by a PNR employee there. 

  Apparently he already has a number of orders. 

  It has been a dog bollocks of a month here in   

branchline world. 

  In New South Wales announcements have been made  

that will see investments poured into upgrading some 

sites on the pathetic few remains of a rural system we 

still have. 

  While over in South Australia, Viterra’s                 

announcement of ending rail transport will no doubt 

see the end of the Loxton line. 

STOCKINBINGAL 



The Adelaide chapter has been busy in recent times con-

verting all its stock to  Sergent knuckle couplers. 

  Have been devoting  most of my time helping with the 

static restoration of ROD23. 

  In future issues I will be keeping readers abreast of 

happenings at the museum and up in the Hunter. 

   Chapter has been closed until further notice. 

  However we are happy to announce  that a new       

photographic competition dedicated to our mate Doug 

will be announced in a future issue. 

  

  See you on the Cinderella bus tour. 

    Looking forward to holding our first Illawarra SMUT 

event for dinner after the Bluescope tour. 

  See you then. 

 

 

 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 The ‘Old Burra Railway Station’ group are seeking 

funds towards purchasing a carriage to display  at the 

platform of the towns restored station. 

  For more details: 

http://www.johnnyspages.com/

burra_station_restoration.htm 

 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
 

Tumut Railway Station 

  Tumut Station group are looking for a buyer for their 

Tumut layout and any expressions of interest in taking 

over care of the station. 

 

Oberon Tourist Railway 

  Railway Heritage Display – Oberon Station – Saturday 

6th June 10.00 am to 2.00 pm - A collection of railway 

items, maps, photographs and merchandise on display. 

 

Lithgow State Mine Railway 

  Brad from the SMUT group has been helping to try 

and save a number of historic English Electric           

locomotives from Port Kembla. 

  Many 850 and 1000hp locomotives are facing the gas 

axe and we are seeking saving them for the future at 

State Mine. 

  If you are willing to spend a few minutes typing an 

email to support it, please emai,Brad via the SMUT 

email address. 

  In other news: 

  State Mine has been busy restoring 726 for use on a 

small part of the closed line out of Byron Bay. 

  The restoration work has been nothing short of      

fanstastic. 

  2016 will see the first SMUT heritage bus tour to the 

State Mine Railway. Details will be announced later. 

     SMUT SUPPORTS RURAL  

        RAIL PRESERVATION 
 

  We regularly run bus tours to different 

railway museums, we also  believe in 

promoting (for free) your projects and 

perhaps even helping with the same. 

  Please contact us with your latest news 

and events. 



CAMBODIA 

  Banteay Meanchey provincial authorities have pledged 

to expedite the relocation of 900 families living along a 

stretch of railroad near Cambodia’s border with Thailand 

in order to facilitate the development of an international 

railway system. 

  The Cambodia Railroad Renovation Plan is part of    

efforts to construct the Kunming-Singapore Railway, a 

massive planned network that would connect mainland 

China with several cities in Southeast Asia.  

 

VIETNAM 

According to the proposal by China National Machinery 

Import & Export Corp (CMC) and China Railway     

Construction Corporation (CRCC), they will participate 

in building key parts of the 128.2 kilometer rail route 

stretching from Binh Duong's Di An town to Binh Phuoc's 

Loc Ninh district bordering Cambodia. The route will 

allow trains to run at speeds of 120 km per hour.  

 

Vingroup has submitted its proposal to buy the three  

largest railways stations in Vietnam – Hanoi, Saigon and 

Da Nang – to the Ministry of Transport.  

 

PHILIPPINES 

  Train operations of the Philippine National Railways 

(PNR) were suspended Tuesday after the safety of its 

tracks were put in question following the derailment of 

two rail cars on April 29, 2015. 

  The suspension left hundreds of commuters scratching 

their heads after they trooped to the main terminal in  

Manila and the other stations early Tuesday only to be 

informed that train service had been put on hold. 

  De Quiros apologized to       

affected patrons, some of whom 

failed to report for work, radio 

reports said. 

  The passengers claimed they 

only had fare money for the train which usual-

ly cost P20 per trip. Taking other means of 

transport would cost them P80 one way. 

   Earlier reports said some metal clips used to 

fasten the rails appeared to have been sawed 

off and stolen, causing the rails to give way 

leading to derailment. 

 

TAIWAN 

  Taiwan’s government has unveiled plans to spend almost 

TW$100 billion (US$3.2bn) over the next 10 years up-

grading the country’s rail network.  

 A total of TW$99.7bn will be invested between now and 

2024 to acquire 600 carriages for inter-city rail services, 

520 for commuter trains and 60 cars for diesel-powered 

trains, along with 127 locomotives. 

  As a result, almost 40% of Taiwan’s existing trains will 

be phased out by 2024. 

 

  The Shoufeng-Nanping part of the Hualien-Taitung Line 

is one of four set to be converted to a double-track system, 

with hopes to eventually convert the whole line. 

 

SRI LANKA 

  The countries first electric train may be just around the 

corner. 

  A master plan to modernize the intercity train service to 

bring it on par with the existing well-developed railway 

systems is soon to be introduced. A Cabinet paper is to be 

submitted in the coming weeks, proposing specific im-

provements to the railway service, after which the master 

plan will be implemented. 

  Under the master plan, serious modernization will take 

place and specific routes to identified destinations will be 

rehabilitated and news features will be introduced,     

making train travel a comfortable and safe one, Ministry 

of Internal Transport revealed. The master plan includes 

details on modernizing the intercity train services,       

construction of new railway tracks, development of      

existing tracks and installation of double tracks to      

identified destination. 


