
 

 

 BARELY INTERESTING DRIVEL WITHIN THIS ISSUE. 

S*M*U*T Cinderella Line Tour Report. 

Updates from around the regional railway museums. 

Photos from Thornleigh - News from the railway retail world. 

Chapter reports, new archive section and much more space filling guff. 

THE  

SMUTTER 
     ISSUE #2 - JULY 2015 

(Lubricated Flange Ezine - 11) 

THE SMUTTER MAGAZINE 

 

DEDICATED TO THE LEGEND  

THAT IS MACCA 

THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE ‘STRANGE MODELERS OF UNIVERSAL TRAINS’. 

             SMUT 
The group voted most 
  questionable by the    
 railfan hobbies most 
questionable people! 



Hi SMUTTERS, 
                         For many a dedicated foamer, the idea of a pussy 
sends them into a advanced state of fear and      nervousness. 
  However many will have heard of the famous Tama. 

  She is a pussy that not 
only helped increase             
patronage of a rail    
station and allow its 
closure to be stopped, 
she also was likely one 
of the few station cats 
to achieve worldwide 
fame. 
  Hard to believe really, 
even more so when you 
realise that Tama was 
also granted official 
‘Station Master’ status. 
  I guess the moral for 
railfans here is that, if a 
cat can rise beyond 
eating pilchards and 
passing it on the lounge 
room carpet, then why 
can’t we? 

  Most of us can hardly exist in this world, yet here is a feline who made 
a difference - even in death. 
 Here’s to you Tama cat. 
 
  As for the rest of the issue? 
  I guess it is full of more train stuff like any other. 
  There is supposed to be some article on a tour down south of Sydney 
(a town over there in Australia) and I am lead to believe some sort of 
section with old stuff in it. 
 
  I myself am going back to living a real existence. 
 
                        Thanks 
                               Sofia 

 
 
 

  The ‘Strange Modelers of Universal 

Trains’ is an unofficial non-club,  operated 

by non-members for non-members.  

  We partake in many non-activities, like 

social gatherings, research, modelling 

nights, railway trips with a special empha-

sis on helping hobby shops and regional 

railway museums, publishing and sitting 

around for hours on end whinging about 

the hobby. 
 

BDIC:         Brad 

Squirrels:    Brad, Dodgy, Rory, Michael, 

Craig, Nate.  

With Ian not quite sure. 

 

 

     SMUT.Modelers.Group 

             @gmail.com 

Please cease emailing me marriage proposals. 

COVER SHOT: 

Auscision’s new candy 421 class look a treat. 

                                                                                     Photo:  Nathan Cox 
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  All rights reserved.  

  This publication is produced by Brad Peadon for the ‘Strange Modelers of Universal Trains. It is intended for per-
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I totally understand how       

batteries feel because I'm rarely 

ever included in things either. 

S*M*U*T 

 

Because  

Mates 

And 

The  

Hobby 

Matter! 

             S*M*U*T  FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

Note that events in blue will have limited available public seating. 

Email us for details. 
 

AUGUST 8TH - BLUESCOPE TOUR 

AUGUST - Broady Exhibition - Newcastle SMUT night. 

OCT - Liverpool Exhibition - Various Group Celebrations. 

NOV 2015 - SMUT Modelling night, first Saturday night.  

NOV 2015 - Wagga Exhibition - Group Afterparty 

DEC 2015 - SMUT Xmas Gathering (Details forthcoming) 

OCT 2016 - FORD Australia closure - Celebration 

_________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Events: 

Lithgow bus trip (LSMR and model club) 

Hunter/Neath Weekend. 

Dodgy's Narrow Gauge Empire. 

Millerbung Layout Modelling nights 

                  APOLOGIES / CORRECTIONS / WHOOPSIES 

 

  Brad would like to apologise to Brian Atkins for the accidental use    

without credit of five of his photographs in his recent NSW Shunters 

Fleetlist  update. 

  While Brian acknowledges that it was a honest mistake, I still feel he is 

entitled to the apology. 

 

  “I have always taken people’s photographic copywrite very seriously and 

as such try my best to obtain permission from each 

photographer.  

  Some readers here are probably sick of my regular 

begging emails. Though it is probably their fault, 

they take all the great shots. :)  

  The Photos in question are 7301, 7303, 7341,7343 

and 7349 on page 15.” 
 

A farmer in the field with his 

cows counted 196 of them, but 

when he rounded them up he 

had 200. 



S*M*U*T 

Cinderella Line Tour 
By Brad Peadon 

CINDERELLA LINE TOUR – 30-5-2015 
 
  I have heard it said that there are two big problems with SMUT tours. 
1) The waiting to start. 
2) The having to end them. 
  Then there is the always appreciated “That was the best tour I have ever been on” comment that fills you with 
the feeling that something about this is just right. 
 
  Our fourth SMUT tour was aimed at the Illawarra, its closed lines, main rail museum and model railway shop. 
It also occurred on the exact 100

th
 closure anniversary of the old line through the original Helensburgh station 

and tunnels. 
  As always, member Dodgy was our driver for most of 
the day. Our reliable steed being a Volvo from Brisbane, 
something I shall cover later in this article.  
 
While the tour started somewhat earlier in the western 
suburbs of Sydney, for me it started at the new SMUT 
headquarters in Mascot where, I was caught by surprise 
with the bus arriving on time. 
  Our beloved bus driver even got out and helped me 
with getting all the group mascots and other guff out. 
 
  Wooohhoooo the time was here. The SMUT Modellers 
were off for another day of adventure. 
 
  Passing Sydney Airport always causes much            
excitement amongst us aviation minded SMUTters, the 
highlight this time being the attendance of Mr Clive  
Palmer’s private jet. Perhaps he had pulled in for a   
Macca’s stop on his way back to Brissie.  
highlight this time being the attendance of Mr Clive Palm-
er’s private jet. Perhaps he had pulled in for a Macca’s 
stop on his way back to Brissie.  
   
  Of little relevance to the whole tour thing, but interesting 
news for many of us, Malaysian Airlines A380 is coming 
in to Sydney for a season. Indeed, I saw it taking off the 
day after the tour operated.  

 

PHOTOS: Title by Nathan Cox 

                   Below by Brad Peadon. 



  Anyway, back to the tour, we soon found our-
selves at Sutherland station somewhat up on 
the timetable and awaiting the arrival of more 
patrons. 
  Amongst these was Spark Supremo Roy ‘H 
Set’ Howarth. 
  Following a huge boost to the local bottle 
shop economy, we set sail south to Heathcote 
to pick up SMUTter Darry and Waterfall to get 
Shane, Tracey, Nate, Sean and Russell the 
Muscle. 
 
  Our first stop of the day was to be the former 
Helensburgh station and surrounding tunnels. 
  It was a historic visit with it being 100 years 
to the day since the line was diverted to its 
current double track route. 
  There has been much clearing of the area 
since I hung down there in my schooldays. 
Both tunnels are far more easily accessed, 
despite the extremely muddy nature of the for-
mation, while the Helensburgh platform has been cleared out and track roughly laid from there into the tunnel. 
  Given the importance of the day, we were surprised to find nobody there other than three rather worrying ex-
amples of local teen vermin who proceeded deep inside the tunnel to do whatever it is they were doing just out 
of our sight.  
  Following a group shot on the long abandoned platform, it was back to the bus for a trip through the lovely 
town of Helensburgh and further on to Stanwell Park, location of the Otford Tunnel southern entrance.  
 
  Road vehicles can no longer access all the way to the entrance, the road to where you can drive is actually 
quite narrow itself (not sure how Dodgy managed to turn that bus), so you are left with a five minute walk 
through bush, with spectacular views of Stanwell Park, old lounges and not an insignificant amount of discarded 
bras and other personal use items. 
  Thankfully many of our group had remembered torches. I myself had not bothered, believing it would be a 
flooded mud hole all the way through and I wouldn't be able too anyway. 
  In reality, despite being a little rough in places and a small trickle of water going through, it was quite an easy 
walk for those with light. 
  Nathan Cox took a group shot of us in the tunnel before some of us continued a bit further and others turned 
back. One thing is for certain, this tunnel needs a more thorough investigation in the future. 
  Not sure what the rent would be on the tunnel – but it would make an awesome club room. Just saying,.. 
  Again we were back on the road heading further south, appropriately using the old rail formation through   
Stanwell Park, past the former Coal Cliff Cokeworks and up in the air on the new elevated coastal road.  
 
    An impromptu tour of Inner and Outer Harbours was done, checking out the coal unloader, Cringila yard, Port 
Kembla loco depot (where has 4894 gone to???) and the stored Bluescope locos. 

  Possible the saddest part of the day 
was passing Drews Siding and seeing all 
the 850hp and 1000hp units on death 
row. Neither type of these historical locos 
have an example in preservation and, 
despite efforts by both State Mine and 
myself, Pacific National seems less than 
interested in heritage and are hell bent 
on scrapping. 
  Any lesser person would hope that the 
new PB class are a disaster and that Mr 
Karma comes knocking at their door. 
 
  Next was ‘The Rail Hobbies’ (75 Central 
Avenue, Oak Flats NSW) where we 
stopped at a model railway shop that 
most of us did not know existed. 
  What a great bunch of people were here 
to greet us.  
 

NATHAN COX 



  Sometimes you can feel isolated in  
stores when your new, but Brandon and 
the guys not only were welcoming and 
kind, they went out of their way for us. 
  There was one thing commented on by 
most of us, that was their costs. They 
were incredible, and I mean                
INCREDIBLY, good with their costs. 
  We hope to both visit and have an    
ongoing relationship with them in the   
future. 
 
  After a great visit to this shop, we  
headed to the Albion Park (Illawarra Light 
Railway Museum) via Oak Flats station 
to drop Darry off. 
  At the museum we were met by Brad Johns, someone I have long wanted to meet, who toured us through 
this incredible museum, and then on to a ride behind locomotive IVANHOE. 
  The ILRMS has been running for nearly 43 years and provides both a great example of local Illawarra rail  
history, but also 2ft railway history from around the country. 
  Apart from the ride around the museum, I think the greatest highlight was catching up with an old friend in 
Macknade #17. Perhaps it is old age, but I could not remember her being reported as going down there. 
  At the current time she is under restoration as part of the fleet.  
 
  I still hope that one day, if not Nambour, I will be able to get BLI BLI (our SMUT logo) hauling trains around 
Albion Park. 
 
  Sadly, our visit soon came to an end. 
  We watched the shunting of items back to the main shed and started thinking of a family day BBQ (watch this 
space), before boarding the bus to view the preserved Boeing 747-400 at HARS and moving on to the        
Wollongong Workers Club for a great buffet meal. 
 
  I feel I should make mention of two people. 
 
Tracey Gatt:  Illawarra Chapter President who surprised us all by ringing ahead and booking us to long rows of 
tables. Thank you so much Tracey – you’re a legend. 
Jason Anthony:  Who, despite being crippled after World War Otford, managed to hop his way to the BBQ 
Pork.  
 

  From here it was all 
over, a few attendees 
were dropped at       
Wollongong station, as 
we took on Mount 
Ousley to Waterfall and 
Sutherland, dropping 
people at both. 
 
  The last half hour was 
great enjoyed until I   
myself was dropped off 
at SMUT HQ in Mascot, 
before the rest headed to 
Sydney for a historic  
occasion – the first     
movement of a Rattler in 
goodness knows how 
many years. 
   
    We now await the big 
Bluescope Steel trip.  
 



 

SMUT TOURS 
 

  Listing of tours which we generally have limited seats open for public use.  
 
 

August 8th  
                   Bluescope Steel Heritage Bus Tour - inc Cringila photo session and Mt Kembla 
walk. 
                       BOOK IN ADVANCE or you will miss out. 
 

November 2015 
                  Wagga Wagga Exhibition, party and possible layout working bee. 
 

Possible Tours For 2016 
                   Richmond Vale / Neath 
                    State Mine Railway 
                    Former South Eastern Beaches Tramway Routes 

 

     

           ANOTHER TOUR 

               ENDS 

 

 

  This is what life and the hobby is meant to be. 
  In a time when real life, and the hobby, is one full of problems and stress, everyone needs an outlet. 
SMUT tours, days laughing with great friends, these are our outlet. 
  I started SMUT just for a small little group of modelling friends, I have found so very much more, I 
have found an extended family. 
  Thank you to Nathan Lyons for the usual organising and driving the bus, thank you to ‘The Rail Hob-
bies’ for your friendship and to the Íllawarra Light Railway Museum’for welcoming us into all part of 
your great         museum. 
 

 

 

SMUT RESEARCH 

Rail research and preservation 

is important 

to us. We share research      

projects 

PAUL BIRD 

NATHAN COX 



VIEWS  

FROM 

THORNLEIGH 

I 

 

No report received. 

  However the SMUT group would like to thank Tracey 

for her organising reserved seating at the Wollongong 

Workers during the Cinderella Tour. 

  We also look forward to catching up with you during 

the dinner function following our steelworks tour.   

 

 

  No news from Asia in this issue. 

However we expect more in issue #3.

What's the best thing about Switzerland?  

I don't know, but their flag is a huge plus. 



 

    It has been a busy few months since our first issue. 

  SMUT has been busy with it’s third tour (see this issue), 

as well as preparations for our tour through the Bluescope 

Steelworks in August (seats still available). 

  Apart from this, our locomotive reference lists continue 

on our website in an effort to help researchers worldwide 

and our head office archives are slowly being catalogued to 

better help members in their research. 

  While it keeps me busy, it is fulfilling to be able to do 

something for a hobby so filled with negativity. 

 

                        R.I.P TAMA 

  I quote Wikipedia here, because I am to lazy to write 

something myself. 

 

“Tama was born in Kinokawa, Wakayama, and was raised 

with a group of stray cats that used to live close to Kishi 

Station. They were regularly fed by passengers and by 

Toshiko Koyama, who was the informal station manager at 

the time. 

  The station was almost shut down in 2004 because of   

financial problems. Around this time, Koyama adopted 

Tama. Eventually the decision to shut down the station was 

withdrawn after the citizens demanded it stay open. 

  In April 2006, the Wakayama Electric Railway destaffed 

all stations on the Kishigawa Line to cut costs. Station   

masters were selected from employees of local businesses 

near each station, and Koyama was officially chosen as the   

station manager. In January 2007, railway officials decided 

to officially name Tama the station master. 

  As station master, her primary duty was to greet         

passengers. The position came with a station master's hat; 

in lieu of a salary, the railway provided Tama with cat 

food. “ 

  Tama was far more than 

just an icon, or a bit of fun. 

She lead to massive        

increases in patronage for a 

station that was about to 

close. 

  If not Tama, the station 

would have disappeared 

and the people using it  

inconvenienced like those 

here in Newcastle. 

  Thank you Tama. You 

have proved that even a cat 

can save a railway          

service—something that 

makes us humans look a 

tad pathetic. 

 

  Much ado was made of 6029's recent trip and subsequent 

local workings at Wagga Wagga over the June long     

weekend.  

  We have seen hundreds of photographs and videos with 

seemingly every railfan tragic having at least attempted to 

get the perfect shot.  

  Something was missed though in all the ooing and aaing 

of the great unwashed. This was only the second time a 

return run over the Bomen to Wagga viaduct was        

completed in any Garratt. The first was also on a tour 

train and surprisingly this same Garratt.  

  So...6029 is the only Garratt ever to have crossed the 

Wagga Wagga viaduct and is likely to be the only one ever 

to do so......  

  Still closed until further notice. 

 

  No report received. 

  Probably a bit too busy with Shreik Models or some    

anti-social type practice. 

  Either way, we hope they will update us shortly. 

 



  Here, on the train-less big island of Samar I must be 

the only collector of H0 model trains. My work in  

progress moves to a table outside.  

  Last week at 6 a.m., temperature was 28 C for an 

hour but climbs quickly to 33+. Mrs Clark helped me, 

but left to prepare breakfast. 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

     

Acccurail plastic kit reefers (refrigerator cars) are 

excellent to work with. That Great Northern goat logo 

suits me. I was assembling two cars; it’s the late 1960s 

scheme of Western Fruit Express, whose cars were 

leased to FGE. In my south Florida H0 layout they’ll 

mingle with my dozen Fruit Growers Express (FGE) 

reefers. 

  In the ice age, thousands of ‘ice’ refrigerator cars 

would have been filled by 5-6 tons of ice at each end of 

the car, by the early 1970 the few remaining ice     

reefers were outnumbered by mechanical reefers   

having an on-board compressor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  On an icing platform, if no icing machine, a team of 3 

could ice a car in 2 minutes. The 300 lb blocks from 

the ice house were never dropped in whole; they’d be 

broken down to 75 or 20 lb chunks or crushed. 

  Assuming summer temperatures, typical re-icing was 

every 24 hours. Say, halfway to New York from     

Miami.   

Main things to report from the Miranda chapter are:  

 

* The train room floor has been paint-stripped back 

to bare concrete, it looks a bit better and brighter 

than the peeling pavement paint that was there before. 

 * Both signal boxes, at Epping & Bradfield, are in the 

process of being repainted. However my 25 year old 

CIG air compressor has packed it in, so all              

airbrushing is on hold for the moment until I get a 

new compressor.  

* The rewired track work with the Middle road 

through Epping taking down trains is working a treat, 

and makes it easier to assemble extra trains in the 

Down direction.    

  That's the main news for now!  



  No report received. 

No report received. 

  THRILLING. 

  It is hardly the word to describe our latest effort to 

bring forth an exhibition layout upon the world. 

  Over the years a few of our membership have desired 

the partaking in construction of a layout - but finally we 

look like we may have been able to find a way to achieve 

it. 

  Watch future issues for further, or indeed NO,         

updates. 

COROWA LINE  

 A very interesting site for anyone interested in the  his-

tory of the Culcairn to Corowa railway. 

http://www.freewebs.com/orelda/index.htm 

  The site looks at locomotives, rollingstock, bridges, 

timetables and other areas of this interesting line. 

 

COWRA LINE 

  The chances of this line reopening are looking more 

and more slim with the government not attracting any 

interest in its tender to restore and operate the line. 

  Actually he doesn't really, but we would like to think he 

does. 

  This section of the magazine shares random historical 

bits from the bowels of SMUT member (and others) ar-

chives. 

  No real reason, no real theme and probably of no real      

interest to most. However it does go a long way towards 

filling up of an otherwise empty column. 

 

  Sydney to Batlow 2nd class return ticket from the David 

Philips collection. 

 

 

BRANCHLINE NEWS NEEDED 

 

EMAIL US 

 

smut.modelers.group@gmail.com 



FRIENDS OF BOMBALA STATION 

  This group      

continue to be very 

active       restoring 

and adding to the   

collection. 

   Since our last 

report in the 

‘Lubricated 

Flange’ both the 

weighbridge and 

refrigerator van have undergone work. 

 

AUSTRALIAN SUGAR CANE RAILWAY 

(BUNDABERG) 

  The boiler is being removed from INVICTA to allow 

easier changing of boiler tubes. 

   

TUMBARUMBA TOURIST RAILWAY 

  There seems to be ever growing interest in the lovely 

former branchlines of the Riverina. 

  This proposal would have to be up there for scenic 

splendour with the Batlow line. 

  Little is currently known about the project other than 

their wishing to start from the Tumbarumba end. A 

look at Google Earth reveals a number of hurdles not 

far out from the former site of the yard. 

  One has messaged them on behalf of The SMUTTER 

for further information. 

 

YASS RAILWAY HERITAGE CENTRE 

  This wonderful museum got some welcome coverage 

in the local Yass Tribune newspaper during June. 

  I have had the absolute pleasure of meeting both Alf 

and Vicki a few times over the last year. Their kind-

ness and passion for the project makes every visit an 

inspiring one. 

  Alf has sent a selection of great photos from around 

the museum, most of which I shall hold over for a full 

page photographic piece in the next issue. I think that 

will do them more justice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 S*M*U*T SUPPORTS RURAL  

 RAIL PRESERVATION 
 

  We regularly run bus tours to different 

railway museums, we also  believe in 

promoting (for free) your projects and 

perhaps even helping with the same. 

  Please contact us with your latest news 

and events. 

RURAL PRESERVATION UPDATE 

OBERON-TARANA HERITAGE RAILWAY 

  A few recent developments at this museum. 

* 130 sleepers have been replaced in the run around 

road at Oberon station. 

* A swap of rail with the Zig Zag Railway will see some 

heavier rail laid up towards the level crossing. 

  The museum is urgently looking for volunteers to help 

with trackwork. If you can, they can be contacted at 

0422596438. 

 

COOMA MONARO RAILWAY 

  This groups sleeper sponsorship program is ingoing 

and more sponsors urgently needed to get them up and 

running again. 

  Can you help? 

http://www.cmrailway.org.au/Sleeper%20Sponsorship%

20form%20V3.pdf 
 

NAMBOUR TRAM PROJECT 

  Trackfest is a monthly street festival held in Nambour. 

Money made from these events are to go to restoring the 

old  Moreton Mill tramline down Howard Street. 

www.trackfestnambour.com 

 

STATE MINE RAILWAY 

Work has commenced on an extention to the current 

workshops at the museum. It is believed it will sit at a 

lower level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARY VALLEY RAILWAY 

  This museum is investigating new options following a 

decision of the state government to overturn a $2 million 

payment promised to it from the previous government. 

 

STEAMRAIL VICTORIA 

  A2 982 moved under its own steam in June, marking 

the first time in 52 years an A2 type locomotive has done 

so. 

  It was also the last one in steam, being retired in      

December 1963. 



ALCoWorld in Ingleburn continues to be one of our big-

gest supporters. 

  SMUT members are reminded that Russell always has 

available SMUT T-shirts, while he is able to produce 

SMUT mugs, mouse mats, caps and any other manner of 

souvenier with the group logo. 

 

  We are advised that    

David Jehan’s new book 

about Tulloch is available 

in store. 

  Any railfan or modeller     

interested in Aussie       

locomotives and            

rollingstock would not 

wish to miss this one. 

 

  Also available, and likely 

of much interest to those 

on our forthcoming SMUT 

Bluescope Steelworks tour,  

will be this latest DVD of 

operations around the Port 

Kembla steelworks. 

  AlcoWorld has copies of this 

95 minute locomotive           

extravaganza awaiting your 

drooling pleasure right now. 

  ALCoWorld also has an   

extensive range of rail DVDs 

and a constantly changing 

range of new and second hand 

goodies available. 

  Remember: AlcoWorld is 

also building up its model rail   

section for all your small rail-

way needs.   

  In other hobby news: 

 

THE RAIL HOBBIES (OAK FLATS) 

  This shop has apparently been in existence for years, but 

recently underwent an ownership change. 

  The latest SMUT Group tour was lucky enough to have 

been invited to visit here and were treated so well by 

Brandon and the guys. 

  A friendly model train shop with extremely reasonable 

prices. 

  As of mid June, they had a large amount of HO/OO scale 

trucks available for only $10 each. 

  If you are building a layout and are looking for a quality, 

professionally painted back scene. Contact ’The Rail  

Hobbie’s’ for details on their tremendous service.  

 

CASULA HOBBIES (LIVERPOOL) 

  Last report we received were the new LHO cars being 

available in the store back in April. 

  However, elsewhere in this issue you will see photos of 

their pending Budd cars in HO. 

WUISKE MODELS (QUEENSLAND) 

  OK, I admit I am a tad upset. 

  I used to model narrow gauge Queensland, lets face it, 

who would not, but ended up giving it up and selling most 

of it as RTR was never a possibility and great effort went 

into trying to do all that you wanted. 

  Then we reach 2015 and find companies left right and 

centre providing items, not the least being Adam Wuiske 

of Wuiske Models. 

  I can’t be the only one in a quandary over the future 

surely!!!!! 

     1500 and 2400 now available through ALCoWorld. 

THE HOBBY SHOP Brad Peadon 

  WANT your new items mentioned in worldwide       

distributed ezine The SMUTTER? 

  Email us at    SMUT.Modelers.Group@gmail.com 

  We will aim to include you in our next issue. 

  This is a free service, but offers of free food and alcohol 

would never be declined. 




