
 

 

 BARELY INTERESTING DRIVEL WITHIN THIS ISSUE. 
S*M*U*T Tours and events. 

Kinloss Station   -  Melbourne’s Restaurant Tram   -  Waggafest 2015 
Rural Preservation Updates  -  Model Railway News 

Hunter Cooties and updates from the SMUT Chapters bothered to do a report!  
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DEDICATED TO THE LEGEND  

THAT IS MACCA 

THE OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE ‘STRANGE MODELERS OF UNIVERSAL TRAINS’. 

     LAKE CARGELLIGO 
        STEAM TOUR! 
     CHECK INSIDE! 



Hello, 
 
          Welcome to the first exciting issue of the SMUTTER 
for 2016. 
  Seeing the rapid growth in interest is enough to make any 
girl proud, not only have we received some great             
correspondence, we have been rated a terrific 99.5% 
amongst our fellow Australian railway ezines by people who 
don’t know how to use computers. 
  Sadly, we did not score quite so well in the aviation ezine 
ratings, but will try harder next year. 
 
  The SMUT team have been busy in recent months,        
attending exhibitions, covering important railway heritage 
sites, helping boost Bundaberg Rum profits over Christmas 
and, most exciting, organising a tour to the rarely visited 
Lake Cargelligo. 
  How could any lady resist. 
  The tour will now coincide with the official opening of the 
Temora Railway Station museum. 
 
  I must toddle off now, museums to visit and history to 
save. 
  Hopefully you all had a pleasant Christmas, with plenty of 
train hobby goodies, and wish you all the very best for 2016. 
 
 
 
      Love 
       
         Nhing 
 
 

  The ‘Strange Modelers of Universal 
Trains’ is an unofficial non-club,      
operated by non-members for non-
members.  
  We partake in many non-activities, 
like social gatherings, research, model-
ling nights, railway trips with a special 
emphasis on helping hobby shops and 
regional railway museums, publishing 
and sitting around for hours on end 
whinging about the hobby. 
 
BDIC:         Brad 
Squirrels:    Brad, Michael, Nate and  
                     David’s Hendo and Holton.  
 
 
 

     SMUT.Modelers.Group 
             @gmail.com 

Please cease emailing me marriage proposals. 

COVER SHOT: 
                           Andy Burge’s 1/12th scale C class on display 
during the recent C class on the North East tour. 
  Many a SMUT member was on board, including Josh Russell 
who grabbed this shot of it wearing the SMUT cap. 
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http://smutgroup.wordpress.com/ 
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S*M*U*T 

Because  

Mates 

And 

The  

Hobby 

Matter! 

             S*M*U*T  FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

Note that events in blue will have limited available public seating. 
Email us for details. 
 
OCT 10th - Dodgy’s Big Birthday Bash 
NOV 2015 - SMUT Modelling night, first Saturday night.  
NOV 2015 - Wagga Exhibition - Group Afterparty 
DEC 2015 - SMUT Xmas Gathering (Details forthcoming) 
OCT 2016 - FORD Australia closure - Celebration 
_________________________________________________________ 
Proposed Events: 
Lithgow bus trip (LSMR and model club) 
Hunter/Neath Weekend. 
Dodgy's Narrow Gauge Empire. 
Millerbung Layout Modelling nights 
SMUT @ STREAMLINERS 

 S*M*U*T  

SUPPORTS RURAL  

 RAIL  

PRESERVATION 
 

  We regularly run bus 

tours to different railway 

museums, we also  believe 

in promoting (for free) 

your projects and        

perhaps even helping 

with the same. 

  Please contact us with 

your latest news and 

events. 

<< 
 
  EMAIL 
  SMUT 
   FOR 
  TOUR 
DETAILS 
        ! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  AlcoWorld has recently taken delivery of the new 
‘Bananacoast Railway book by Scott Schache 

  Greg’s Model Emporium is currently working on 
this beautiful large scale kit for a NSW railway sta-
tion. 
  Updates and further details can be found on their 
website. 
 
  https://www.facebook.com/
GregsModelEmporium/?fref=photo 

  These great looking Victorian 4 wheel GY wagons 
have recently been announced and are due to be       
delivered during the second quarter of 2016. 
  Order forms are expected on their website early in 
the new year. 
 
              http://www.sdsmodels.com.au 

  Wagga luminary, and SMUT member, Ian McIntyre 
will be holding the second of his clinics on tool   
usage. 
  The focus will again be on learning how to solder, 
one of the great black arts of the railway modelling 
hobby. 
  Hill Top War Memorial Hall 
   Wilson Drive, Hill Top, NSW 
  09.00 - 16.30 
  The cost is only $70 and includes lunch. 
  So bring your tool along and all the relevant guff 

that goes with it and be prepared to 
learn. 
  Solder and flux will be available for 
purchase on the day if needed. 
  If all the above is not enough        
information, Macca invites you to 
email him for even more. 
 
ianmac57@bigpond.net.au  

THE HOBBY SHOP Brad Peadon 

  WANT your new items mentioned in a worldwide       

distributed ezine The SMUTTER? 

  Email us at    SMUT.Modelers.Group@gmail.com 

  We will aim to include you in our next issue. 

  This is a free service, but offers of free food and alcohol 

would never be declined. 

GREG’S MODEL EMPORIUM 

SDS MODELS 

MACCA’S TOOL CLINICS 

Meanwhile, at SMUT 
HQ, we have been 

busy putting together 
a GME cane bin. 

 
Photo: Brad Peadon 

 
Q: What's the difference between a  

guitar and a fish?  
 

A: You can tune a guitar, but you  
can't tuna fish.  



Kinloss (no…. not Kinross!)  

  
 
 
 Every time you cross over the railway line on Thurgoona Drive I bet it has never crossed your mind of 
the little known history of the once railway location of Kinloss.  
  I am no expert on the topic, and I doubt many are who are still live.  
  To this day I have found few photographs of the location and little detailed descriptions on the yard  
layout post Kinloss’s commissioning.  
  A few railway terms I must advise to you are; Loop - used on single lines to cross trains (Albury to 
Junee is single line). Sidings – Used to store, load or unload wagons. Up – Direction when looking to 
Sydney. Down – When looking away from Sydney (Down trains always arrive at Albury from Sydney and 
Up trains always depart Albury to Sydney) 
  During the research on Kinloss we identified another “forgotten” siding called Hume Reservoir Siding, 

undoubtedly built to move the vast amounts of machinery and equipment to service the construction of 

the Hume dam wall. The inscription was dated 1933 and judging by the distances provided the siding 

would have been on the south side Fallon St in the area now occupied by the Hume Freeway Bypass of 

Albury, the siding most likely connected with the Albury Stock Siding. Dairy Farmers also had a siding 

on the western side of the line south of Fallon St behind the Showgrounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North St Area 1949 (Sydney to the Left) 

 

  Kinloss was located at a distance by rail of 639 kilometres 794 meters from Sydney Central platform one 

at the buffer stops, everywhere in the NSW Government Railways was measured from this point (Albury 

is 646 kilometres 240 meters or 646.240km in railway lingo). This places the location to the south of 

Ettamogah (Original, not the current Rail Hub) and to the north of Albury Racecourse Platform.  

 The break of gauge was an insurmountable impediment to Australia’s military effort, so military strate-

gists decided to build up defences at the border, instead of trying to cross it. The first was Wirlinga (Due 

east of Kinloss), where a major explosives depot was sited near the break of gauge. 

Earlier records dated in 1939 showed a proposal for a siding to be built just north of Gerogery Road Lev-

el Crossing (640.941km) departing the main line and running in a southerly direction on the western side 

of Gerogery Road to around the junction of Union Road.  (Gerogery Road is known as Racecourse Road 

today – Dallinger Road is now on the northern side of the defunct level crossing removed for the Hume 

Freeway construction) . 
 

Kinloss (no…. not Kinross!)  

Thurgoona’s lost railway station  

ROSS JACKSON 



The siding was double line with a mid-point crossover between the two tracks around the Corry’s Road 
intersection. One can suggest this was an earlier idea to have the sidings at the top end of Corry’s Road 
for direct access through Thurgoona to Wirlinga military depot (established in 1926) for easy              
transportation of wartime materials to the bunkers for storage and vice versa.  

  In June 1940 the Daily Advertiser      
reported that alterations were made to 
Albury railway station to increase the 
transhipping facilities and improve the 
general layout of the yard. But by 1942 
the Lands Transportation board         
conceded that little could be done within 
the current yard to reduce congestion, 
the yard was long and narrow and      
relatively built up on either side.  
  By May 1942 a ban was placed on the 
shipment of ordinary goods to help    
reduce congestion in Albury and keep 
the military effort moving across the 
border. Further reports in December 
1942  discussed removal of the special 
handling of the express passenger     
services that were adding to the        
congestion issues at Albury, no further 
action was taken. 
  The original proposal for the Gerogery 
Road sidings never eventuated instead 
the NSW Railways opted to build a 
crossing loop called Kinloss. 
   Kinloss was in-between Thurgoona 
Drive Level Crossing and Gerogery 
Road Level crossing. Commissioned on 
the 2nd of December 1943 Kinloss had a 
520m loop on the western side of the 
main line. The northern end set of points 
and signals would have been visible to 
motorists looking south while driving 

over Thurgoona Drive (I’m not sure what Thurgoona Drive was called in 1943!).  
  The reason the NSW Railways built a Loop instead of a siding is easy to explain, as this all occurred  

during the second world war. Within this period the railway system was strained moving troops and war 

supplies around Australia and a loop north of Albury would have added extra capacity and flexibility to 

movement of trains on the Great Southern Line (remembering we are still 19 years of the standard gauge 

from Albury – Melbourne being completed, so all passengers, goods and troops had to be transhipped at 

Albury, Wodonga and Bandiana). 

  I cannot find a reason for use of the name Kinloss, other than its Scottish heritage and the name of a 

town and air force base in the same country.    

  Kinloss was commissioned with a Signal Box around 400m south of Thurgoona Drive level crossing on 

the eastern side of the main line, though the author has no idea of the size or type of building that was 

provided. Looking at the commissioning diagram it was equipped with a 20 lever frame operated by a  

Signalman (Albury Station Signal Box was a 44 lever frame in comparison). 

 

Aerial Photograph showing Kinloss – Albury City Council  

(Sydney to the top right of page) 

Signallers diagram  

of Kinloss. 

 

 

 

Ross Jackson 



  Prior to the addition of Kinloss trains were        
required to hold a token to travel from Albury to 
Tabletop, drivers could not depart either station 
until they had been given the inscribed token to 
traverse that section of track. Kinloss was        
commissioned a Safeworking station so the new 
section arrangements were Albury – Kinloss, 
Kinloss – Tabletop. Because of this Kinloss was 
equipped with automatic token exchangers on the 
main line to service up and down “through”    
movements. 
  Operation of Kinloss would have been a 24 hour 
roster for the Signalmen, apparently in periods of 
less than peak traffic Kinloss Signal Box was left 
unattended and the section resumed from Albury – 
Tabletop until Kinloss was required again. The  
Signalman would have mostly been locals, getting 
overtime shifts to operate Kinloss, resourcing was 
at a minimum due of the war effort. 
  Not many records have been found on the day to 

day operations on Kinloss, when commissioned in 1943 a siding was not provided, yet on the 21st 
February 1950 records show that a siding was decommissioned. One could surmise that a siding was 
added off the loop during the ending years of World War Two and with limited resourcing recording 
alterations to the rail network may have been absent, another explanation is the records just never 
made it to the Sydney archives. The siding would have been used to load/unload goods from the     
military base at Wirlinga. 
  Interestingly it is noted that a platform was provided in June 1946, Kinloss may have served as a local 
railmotor stop to service the school children on a daily basis. The platform was located in the vicinity 
of the signal box on the same side of the track just to the south, and would have most likely been a 
timber construction similar to other small stops in the area. The only time an express train would have 
stopped at Kinloss would be to cross another train or wait line clear from either Albury or Tabletop. 
The Albury Grammar School (now Scots School) also had a platform. 
  Local parish records show a small parcel of land 

resumed to the western side of the Kinloss       

location in September 1953 (now part of the     

industrial area), a month prior it was found that 

the NSW government put forward the plan to use 

the Public works act of 1912 to “Maintain the   

traffic on the existing line of Railway between 

Sydney and Albury by provision of housing      

accommodation for railway staff at Kinloss”. A 

1961 proposal of reuse of the Kinloss site shows 

2 railway cottages placed in the land resumed in 

1953 to the West of the main line, no other        

information has been found. No records have 

been found about the removal of the cottages. 

 

 

                  TO BE CONTINUED 

North End of Kinloss Loop looking south 

(AHRS – NSW) the Hume freeway takes the land 

to the left of the track. 

Kinloss Signal Box with railway employees      
children – note the platform to the right  

(Albury Wodonga Historical Society)  



  It is always a big event. Being the last on the SMUT calendar (apart from a Christmas gathering), a    
special effort is always put into this Waggafest. 
   Planning usually starts months prior and the Wagga boys never let you have a dull visit. 
   Transport for Sydney      
members was a confusing   
affair, with chopping and 
changing of rideshare           
arrangements occurring up 
until a few days prior. 
  Departure for the official 
SMUT chariot was at the un-
godly hour of 05.30 on the Sat-
urday morning, stopping to 
pick up member Sean, and 
then a quick trip to Goulburn 
for the        customary Trappers 
breakfast. By this time David 
Henderson had joined us in his 
car. 
  We were on a tight timetable, 
so had to forego MB7 and a 
number of other freights in the 
area and head straight on to 
Cootamundra via Coolac. 

  At Coota the customary checking of the yard revealed far less locomotives than has been the 
case on recent visits to the town.  
  Incredibly sad to see Cootamundra South Box (and indeed the north one as well) all boarded up 
and having received some damage. This signalbox was almost a second home for me in the late 
80s and most of the 90s. The future for both must be bleak. 
  Bleaker still is the future of the stored Graincorp 48 class down at Junee. Since our last visit for a 
surprise birthday party, four 48 class have been dumped out the back, off their bogies and heavily 

stripped.  
  One, believed to be 4859, 
has been sold to local 
stuntman Lawrence 
‘Legend’ Ryan and moved 
to a property in Junee. 
  We believe it is to be used 
for a jump planned in 2016. 
 
  Time was getting on as we 
found a wayward Hendo 
who had earlier been lost at 
Cootamundra, and set forth 
towards Wagga, knowing 
that we could expect an  
earlier reported up freight.  

WAGGAFEST 2015 

IN SERVICE:                                         STORED: 
 
48213, 48215                                         833 
48152 



SMUT TOURS 
 

  Listing of tours which we generally have limited seats open for public use.  
 

Tours For 2016 
               March 19/20 - Steam Train to Lake Cargelligo.   (Seats Now Available) 
                     Christmas Party at Robertson. 
 

Planned Tours For 2016/7 

                   Richmond Vale / Neath 
                    State Mine Railway 
                    Former South Eastern Beaches Tramway Routes 
                    North Shore by vintage bus. 

  Harefield was devoid of anything, while Shepards was its usually 

quiet self, but in a stroke of bad luck we came across the expected 

freight only minutes before we got to Bomen and a possible shot. 

  A number of curse words were passed around, though, in reality, 

being   mostly modern day locomotives meant no major loss. 

 

WAGGA WAGGA EXHIBITION 

  With luggage dumped in respective accommodations, we headed 

straight to the showgrounds for the exhibition. 

  While not one of the biggest exhibitions, there is something that 

makes Wagga one of the stand out events of the year. Of course the 

social side of it forms a massive part of this; indeed it took me one 

hour to get half way down an aisle, but it also seems to be far   

friendlier and laid back. 

  Maybe it’s just the fact that you are in the presence of the local   

legend, Ian McIntyre. Certainly was not the pies. NOTE: Don’t leave it 

too long to get a sausage on a roll – they ran out of rolls. 

  Of the two and a half hours I spent there, probably only 30 minutes 

were spent looking at layouts (so don’t expect a layout report) and most of this was spent drooling 

over Batlow and chatting to owner Andrew Lawson.  

  Yeah, I have a thing for layouts based on the Tumut and Batlow lines. 

  I also invested time in trying to buy something for my newly commenced layout Tinlow, it took a 

while, but I was finally able to source some goodies to take back to Sydney. 

 

  As is usual for Waggafest, the afternoon was spent going to some closed branchline locations, last 

year it was Kywong, this year it was Westby.  

  Westby is unusual among Riverina branchlines, it closed beyond Mangoplah very early in 1952, the 

     

    

         

 

 



balance surviving a couple of wheat seasons more till 1956. 
  The line is also unusual in that all track has been removed, yet many of the stations still exist. 
  Starting at The Rock station, we followed Chief Tour Guide Rodney out towards Mangoplah. The 
immediate right of way for the Westby branch has been built over, the first real sign being an      
embankment on your left as you drive out of town. This soon disappears and it is hard to trace until 
you suddenly come across the remains of Birdlip station. 
  With the platforms situated in a paddock, we were only able to grab shots from the road and move 
on towards Mangoplah, the first of three station buildings that have incredibly survived since the 
line closed in the 50s. 
  Again, access is a problem and photography (unless you like tonnes of items in the way) from   
anywhere was quite hard; however the station nameboard still survives in town. If out that way and 
trying to locate the station, just look for the silos. You won’t miss them. 
  Mangoplah also has some interesting old buildings, tractors and other things if you are willing to 
look around the streets. 
  Next was Burrandana, yet again situated in paddock, the tall crops making it useless, photography 
wise, from the road. However, a short walk through a beautiful field of peas got us a bit of a look 
without being shot by the local Cockie. 
  While still existing, the stations small Pc1 type building is slowly being entombed in trees and  
other growth. 
  Time was getting on, so off we went to Pulletop (I believe originally Pullitop) where only the goods 
loading bank still exists. All trace of the station and its platform is gone, an access road now       
following the old right of way. 
  Of more entertainment was the paddock of very nosey cows that all made their way down to the 
corner where we stood. 
  Lastly it was off to the terminus at the bustling locale of Westby. The station, platform and     
building, is again sitting in a paddock and the farmer, I am told, ‘don’t take to kindly to them railfan 
types ya-hear’.  
  However, it is an easy shot from the road and best done in the afternoon. 
  There once was a loading bank, ash pit, turntable and water tank providing their respective im-
portant services, but any traces of these are buried in growth and definitely not visible from the 
road. 
  Westby is truly a fascinating subject for a 
layout and a great idea for anyone who does 
not enjoy the thought of scratchbuilding too 
many structures, actually, any structures. 
 
  With nowhere further to go, it was time for 
the annual Waggafest BBQ at the Forest Hill 
SMUT rooms. 
  While there is not an awful lot I can legally 
publish about the night, it is always a great 
chance to catch up with fellow SMUTters and 
model rail hobby people for a night of laughs. 
  Keiran Ryan did, however, showed us the 
first baseboard for the upcoming SMUT      
Exhibition layout, while Geoff brought along 
his upcoming Shrike Models kettles. 
  As always, the night came to an end and our 
trusty chauffeur, Mr Henderson, hauled our 
somewhat worn out bodies back to the motel.  



SUNDAY 
  Up at 7am for a Big Brekkie at the Astor Hotel before checking out and meeting up with Sean.   
  Aiming to be home at a reasonable time, but wanting to make visits to the Gundagai and Goulburn-
Crookwell Heritage Railways, saw us make the unusual move of not taking the Olympic Way through to 
Cootamundra again. 
  Both locations were visits, but this will be covered in the rural preservation section. 
  I made it back home to SMUT HQ just before 4.30 that afternoon. 
 
THANK YOU  
  Firstly an immense thank you to Rodney and Mel Smith for their incredible hospitality, BBQ and  pa-
tience with that rag tag group of travelling   model-
lers. 
  Thank you to Sean for your great company on the 
way down, along with you subsequent                 
unbelievable generosity. 
  Thank you to Dave Henderson for your company, 
driving Sean and myself out to Forest Hill and the 
other things you did. 
  Thank you to Keiran Ryan for nearly spilling    
coffee all over me and then expecting me to clean 
it up. 
 
  Finally thanks to all the SMUTters caught up with 
over the weekend.  

  On Thursday 15th October 2015 as part of  my 4th Wedding Anniversary my wife  Vanessa and I dined  
on the Colonial Tramcar Restaurant in Melbourne. 
  Starting with the early dinner session we arrived 15minutes early  at tram stop  125 , Claredon/Normanby  
Street which is the  junction for Routes 109 to Port Melbourne and Route 96 to St Kilda. 
  After checking  in with the staff there we were informed our  tram was Tram No4 a  old SW6 class car. 
Boarding  of these trams was aided by portable steps but  it was still a climb  into the  tram.  
  Three tram cars arrived at 1730 hours for     boarding.  
  Each tram has the same  layout, the doors are not 
centre, more staggered to one side. 
   Upon boarding we were seated  in the shorter 
end  of the saloon, which was 2 and  one seating, 
our part of the saloon sat 12 diners. 
  The saloons are divided by a very small  food  
preparation area and the smallest toilet I've ever 
seen, followed by a  larger saloon area, again all 
two and one seating. 
  On departure we were served crackers with a red 
capsicum and homus dip, with red or white wine. 

MELBOURNE’s MELBOURNE’s MELBOURNE’s MELBOURNE’s     

                                            COLONIAL TRAMCAR RESTAURANTCOLONIAL TRAMCAR RESTAURANTCOLONIAL TRAMCAR RESTAURANTCOLONIAL TRAMCAR RESTAURANT    

  S*M*U*T (North West Chapter) 
experiences Melbourne mobile 
dining. 
 
 Story/Photos by 
 
Nathan ‘Candyman’ Cox 



EARLY DINNER MENU  
APPETISER  
 Homus dip  
 A smooth blend of chickpea and tahini with a hint of mint, served with crisp lavosh  
 Roasted Red Capsicum Dip Fresh roasted capsicum blended with Australian cream cheese and   
tapenade, served with golden baked water crackers  
MAIN  
 Grilled Chicken Breast  
 Marinated in herbs on a bed of sautéed spinach served with seasonal vegetables and a rich reduction  
 Victorian Farmed Eye Fillet of Beef Paired with a rosemary and thyme scallop potato, fresh seasonal 
vegetables, onion marmalade and red wine jus  
DESSERT  
 An individual tasting plate of delicate desserts  
FROM THE BAR  
 Sparkling, Victorian Red and White Wine  
 Beer, Bourbon, Whisky, Gin, Rum, Vodka  
 Coffee, Tea  
 Baileys, Cointreau, Frangelico, Port, Cognac 
 
  I had the beef, while my wife had the chicken. The quality of the food and service was outstanding.   
  The deserts, one  plate per person, was a sticky date pudding and panacotta with strawberrys and 
cream. 
  The service from the two waitresses and male chef was unbelievably great, they socialised with all 
on  board.  For just $80 per person this is value for  money. 
  The  trams are crewed by drivers from Yarra Trams.  
  As stated we departed from Stop 125 at Normanby/Claredon streets and headed towards the city and 
stopped  outside the Melbourne Convention Centre. Here we changed directions and headed down 
the old route 112 now route 12 which takes you through South Melbourne and into St Kilda. Upon   
arrival at St Kilda, we joined the Route 96/16 in Fitzroy Street and headed north to St Kilda junction 
located on the corner of St Kilda Rd and Dandenong Road, a  major  junction for routes 5 and 64 3A, 3, 
67, 16 routes. 
  We then changed ends and headed south again towards St Kilda, travelling down to the route 96 St 
Kilda terminus  in Acland Street. From here it was back to Fitzroy Street St Kilda where we shunted  
back onto Park street and followed route 12 back to the Melbourne Convention centre and              
subsequently stop 125 from where we started from. 
  After alighting from the tram, thanking our crew and having a few more photos taken, the trams set 
off for Southbank tram depot where they would be serviced for the second sitting of dinner. Over all 
my wife and I loved the 2 hour journey through the streets of Melbourne and were extremely satisfied 
again with the level of  professional service and quality of the foods,  We will be  back. 

 
 PHOTOS: 
 
Title:  
  Nathan and Vanessa Cox  on the tram. 
 
Page 11:  
  W class  938 outbound at stop 125.  
 
Left: 
   Our Super Crew: Waitresses Sally &    
Emina and Chef Rohan.  

The Colonial Tramcar Restaurant 
 
PO Box 372, South Melbourne 3205 
Victoria, Australia 
 
Telephone +61 3 9695 4000 
Facsimile +61 3 9695 4082 



 

          FRIENDS OF BOMBALA RAILWAY 

  The latest beautiful example of restoration work 
to be put on display at Bombala. 
                      Photo: Friends Of Bombala Railway 
 

            GUNDAGAI HERITAGE RAILWAY 
 
  Since our last issue there has been much 
change at this museum. 
  The ever popular duo of Nathan and Marley Cat 
have left their position as station caretakers, with 
the announcement during December of new  
caretaker Peter (surname unknown) taking on the 
position. 
  The members of S*M*U*T extend their best 
wishes for the future to Nathan and Marley. 
Thanks for always making us welcome.  
  In an exciting move, a souvenier and gift shop 
is to be set up in the old brake van during 2016. 
  The museum has also updated it’s logo. 

 
              Photo taken during the annual  
SMUT Waggafest weekend around the Riverina. 
 

RURAL PRESERVATION UPDATE 

GOULBURN-CROOKWELL HERITAGE RAILWAY 
 

The project to dogspike the platform road was   
completed on Saturday December 12th. The event 

was marked with two golden spikes. 
Volunteer Leonard Stewart is seen at this historic 

moment. 
Photo: Courtesy of museum. 

 
 
 
 
 

YARRA VALLEY RAILWAY (VIC) 
 
  Trackwork continues apace on this scenic railway 
line, with bridge 20 recently restored and awaiting 
tracks. 
 
                YARLOOP WORKSHOPS (WA) 
 
  At the time of typing, reports are coming in of this 
historic place being destroyed by fire. 
  The Yarloop Workshops has been described by 
the Heritage Council as "the most intact example 
of an early privately-owned 20th century railway 
workshop in Australia". 
  Fire has claimed far to many historical Australian 
railway/tramway vehicles over the years. 
 
      MORNINGTON PENINSULA RAILWAY (VIC) 
 
  Following the removal of rubbish from the        
museums QR type open wagon, it was found that 
the underframe was in very good condition and a 
decision to restore has subsequently been made. 

  
 

Please send in your reports from the    
various rural railway groups. 

 Your help, helps us, to help them. 



  The Festive Season, as always, has seen a big 
increase in modelling days at SMUT HQ, as well as 
our Holsworthy and Heathcote out-depots. 
  Despite this, or maybe because of it, no progress 
has been made on the small HQ layout Tinlow. 
 
  Sadly 2016 will be a bit of a quieter year, with bus 
tours in hibernation for a while and reduced social 
events until 2017.  
  While this may seem bad, I guess it actually is, we 
will be working on our second, and by far biggest, 
rail tour. This time we aim to bring steam back to 
Lake Cargelligo. 
  Seats are filling fast and booking forms can be 
found on our website. 
         http://smutgroup.wordpress.com/ 
  Remember, monies raised on the trip will 
‘automatically go to the ‘Steam Tram and Railway 
Preservation Society’. Monies raised during our 
visit to Temora station will go into the restoration 
and preservation efforts there. 
 
  On the subject of Temora Station, I am happy to 
say that the group has rearranged their official 
opening to coincide with the Sunday arrival of our 
train. 
  A very exciting development indeed. 
 
  On New Years Day, a few of us had a meeting at 
the historic Neath Hotel where a number of very 
exciting possibilities were discussed. Some of  
these could really alter the future direction of the 
SMUT Group. 
  As they are only in the discussion stage I shall 
not be mentioning them at this time. However, we 
are hopeful that at least one will come to pass. 
 
  Our publishing work, both locomotive listings/
information and this newsletter will also continue 
during 2016. We always welcome interesting      

articles to include, especially ones of a rural      
railway or modelling topic. 
  However, beggars can’t be choosers, so anything 
rail is welcome. 

 
  Things have been relatively quiet down here in 
the Riverina.  
  A new resident caretaker at Gundagai announced 
being the only real change anywhere.  
  Latest news on the modelling front is the painted 
samples arriving for the Ixion 32 low frame class.  
  Shrike’s 30T is expected to follow it into           
production after Chinese New Year.  
  A whisper recently suggests that a certain 5 pack 
container skel set in HO scale will be available by 
mid year. Exciting to the modeller collectors, upset 
me as I had begun development of an etched brass 
kit for the same model. Oh well....  
  We are already looking forward to a number of 
exhibitions including Kaleen in March. 
   Maybe that weekend should see a SMUT Capital 
gathering. 
  April will see the second Soldering Workshop. 
This will be at Hill Top and is aimed at modellers 
wishing to learn or advance their soldering skills. 
Macca  
 
  For further details email Ian McIntyre. 
 
              ianmac57@bigpond.net.au  

 
                        NO REPORT RECIEVED 

CHAPTER UPDATES. 



          NO CHAPTER UPDATES RECIEVED. 

    On Monday 21 December 2015, locomotive 
Kathleen had a successful steam test in the loco 
shed at Richmond Main. 
  The photo below, taken by Paul Bird, shows the 
locomotive undergoing the steam test. This was 
the first steaming of the locomotive since 1967.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Recent developments in the ‘Sutherland Shire’  
                               SMUT Rooms. 
 

 

                                     PHILIPPINES 

 

  When it comes to transport modes in the           
Philippines, it can never be said that they are       
unimaginative. In fact, they have never had two rail 
operations that were the same since the closure of 
the Panay Railways. 
  Following the spectacular lack of success with the 
elevated rubber tyred monorail, there are now      
reports of a standard type monorail system for    
Davao City (Mindanao Island). 
  Korea Engineering and Construction, a South    
Korean company not surprisingly, is behind the 
plan. 
  Those wishing to have a long life are advised not 
to hold their breath. 
 
  The Philippine railways are still mulling over a fare 
increase for 2016 amid protests by the public. 
  Also being protested against is recent talk of     
privatising the struggling rail operator. 
 
                                 SINGAPORE 
 
  The former  Tanjong Pagar railway station will be 
repurposed as a multi- function community build-
ing, and is expected to include facilities such as a 
railway gallery, art clubs and cafes.  
  The plans also call for a new public park to host 
community events, located in the railway station's 
carpark.  

BRANCHLINE NEWS NEEDED 

EMAIL US 

smut.modelers.group@gmail.com 

ASIAN RAILWAY NEWS NEEDED 

EMAIL US 

smut.modelers.group@gmail.com 



  Few are the people who do not know the legend of the Hunter that be Brad Coulter 

(whether the father or the son). The son version has offered to do a Hunter section for ‘The 

Smutter’ that will cover all sorts of Hunter region rail information and, along with Paul 

Bird’s Hunter preservation section, will give a good look into this very busy area. 

Gunnedah Basin  

 
Ulan Area 

 
 
Muswellbrook Area 

 

Mine Code Owner Operator MTPA Note 

Boggabri East 
Coal 

BE White Haven PN N/A   

Boggabri Coal BO Idemitsu Australia Resources P/L PN 4.9   

Maules Creek 
Mine 

MB White Haven Aurizon 4-12.4   

Narrabri Mine NB White Haven PN/Aurizon 6.5 Longest distance  
from port (380km) 

Werris Creek 
Mine 

WC White Haven PN 2.5   

White Haven 
Coal 

WH White Haven / Rocglen PN N/A   

Mine Code Owner Operator MTPA 

Moolarben Mine MR Yancoal Aurizon/PN N/A 

Ulan Mine UL Glencore Glencore/PN N/A 

Wilpinjong Mine WG Peabody Aurizon/PN N/A 

Mine Cod
e 

Owner Operator MTPA Note 

Bengalla Mine BG Rio Tinto PN 7   

Mt Arthur Mine BW BHP Billiton Aurizon 20   

Dartbrook Mine DK N/A N/A N/A Closed 2006 

Drayton Mine DR Anglo American PN 5   

Mangoola Mine MN Glencore Glen-
core 
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In this illustrious issue, our friend Cooties (SMUT Newcastle Chapter) lists  
all the current mines up in the Hunter Valley. 



Ravensworth Area 

 

 

 

 

Mt Thorley Branch 

 
South Maitland 

 
Gloucester Basin 

 
Newcastle Area 

 
Recieval Points 

 

Mine Code Owner Operator MTPA 

Ashton Mine AH Yancoal Aurizon N/A 

Camberwell Mine CW Vale Integra Coal PN N/A 

Hunter Valley No.1 HV Rio Tinto PN N/A 

Hunter Valley No.2 HV Rio Tinto PN 14 

Liddell LD Glencore Glencore / PN N/A 

Mt Owen Mine MO Glencore Glencore / PN 15 

Newdell ND Rio Tinto PN N/A 

Muswellbrook Mine RB Idemitsu Australia 
Resources P/L 

Glencore / PN N/A 

Mine Code Owner Operator MTPA Note 

Bulga Coal BC Glencore Glencore / PN 16   

United Colliery JU Glencore N/A N/A Suspended 
2010 

Wambo Mine JW Peabody Aurizon / PN N/A PN to Cringilla 

Mt Thorley No.2 MT Rio Tinto PN N/A   

Warkworth MW Rio Tinto PN N/A   

Mt Thorley No.1 WK Rio Tinto PN N/A   

Mine Code Owner Operator MTPA 

Austar Mine AS Yancoal PN N/A 

Mine Code Owner Operator MTPA 

Duralie Mine DU Yancoal Aurizon N/A 

Stratford Mine SF Yancoal PN N/A 

Mine Code Owner Operator MTPA 

Bloomfield Mine BF Bloomfield Group PN N/A 

Donaldson Complex DS Yancoal PN N/A 

Newstan Coal NW Centennial SSR / PN N/A 

Macquarie Coal TB Glencore PN N/A 

Rix’s Creek RC Bloomfield Group PN N/A 

Ravensworth Mine RV Glencore Glencore / PN N/A 

Mine Code Owner Operator MTPA 

Macquarie Generation AT Macquarie Generation PN 5 

Eraring Power Station ER Origin Energy PN N/A 

Kooragang CL KC PWCS All N/A 

NCIG NC NCIG All N/A 

MacGen Newdell NM Macquarie Generation PN N/A 

Port Waratah PW PWCS All N/A 

Vales Point Loop VP Munmorah Power Station PN N/A 

TILL NEXT WE MEET! 


