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Hello, 
          Welcome to another packed issue of The SMUTTER. 
  You will notice that we have making some changes to the ezine. 
  There is a couple of new sections, while we are slowly expanding 
our regional railway heritage coverage. 
  We thank those railway museums who have given their support. 
In return, we hope that our coverage raises interest in the great 
work you all do. 
  To date we have been blessed with some great articles. However 
we are on the look put for more short to medium length articles to 
include in future issues. 
 
  Please sit back with your favourite computer and enjoy all that we 
have managed to pack into these electronic pages. 
 
 
 
        Aireen 
—————————————————————————–—————- 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The ‘Strange Modelers of Universal 
Trains’ is an unofficial non-club,      
operated by non-members for          
non-members.  
  We partake in many non-activities, 
like social gatherings, research,     
modelling nights, railway trips with a 
special emphasis on helping hobby 
shops and regional railway museums, 
publishing and sitting around for hours 
on end whinging about the hobby. 
 
BDIC:           Brad P 
Squirrels:     Brad C, Michael, Nate and  
                     David’s Hendo and Holton.  
Tours:           Greg, Brad P and the  
                      SMUT Tour Committee.  
 
 
 

     SMUT.Modelers.Group 
             @gmail.com 

Please cease emailing me marriage proposals. 

COVER SHOT: 
                        4821 and member Zane Maber share a special 
moment at Goulburn Roundhouse. 
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  SMUT has a number of different  
Facebook groups for those with 
an interest in future events, or 
railways  in general. 
 Feel free to join today - we would 
love to have you there. 
 

Australasian Historical Railway Infrastructure Group (SMUT) 
 *  A look at railway infrastructure in the Australasia Region. 
 
SMUT Modellers - Public Edition 
*   Learn of upcoming group activities, publications and chat. 
 
Industrial Rail Obsessives (SMUT Modellers) 

*  Group for people interested in industrial railways. 
 
Australian Railway Ezines 
*  Receive all our free e-publications, like this magazine. 
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 S*M*U*T  
SUPPORTS RURAL  

 RAIL  
PRESERVATION 

 

  We regularly run bus 
tours to different          

railway museums, we   
also believe in promoting 

(for free) your projects 
and perhaps even      
helping with same. 

  Please contact us with 
your latest news and 

events. 

 
URGENT NOTE: 

 
 
 

The ‘Boiler To Boree’ tour to Boree Creek has been  
postponed to a later date. 

This id due to the P class overhaul which is taking  
longer than expected. 

 
We apologise for any inconvenience this has caused. 

 

Please email if more information is required.. 



 
  When we are young, or even significantly advanced in years, and start thinking of building our first 
model railway empire, so many of us tend to think of boards flooded with as many tracks as can be 
fitted in the area available. 
  Sometimes this leaves little room for trees, let alone structures, the result being a lot of trains     
running round and round with seemingly little purpose for doing so.  
  Of course this is all fun for a short while, but the lack of purpose, indeed the complete lack of     
anything similar in real life, will soon have you turning away from it and annoying people on internet 
forums again. 
  A reasonably wise, and significantly grumpy, modeller from the rural backwater that is Wagga  
Wagga, once told me that “more is not necessarily better”. 
  Now, while he probably didn’t put it that politely (there are limits to words we can publish), he was 
correct and, although it is painful to say, these words have guided me through many changes to my 
home based Tinlow layout.  
  However, long before this pearl of wisdom was brought forth from the lips of this modelling legend, 
I have felt that the now closed/removed AMPOL branchline, which ran from the Gelco yard at Botany 
through to the equally deceased AMPOL fuel terminal, would be a cheap and ideal layout. It would 
also cater for those who like to have lots of locos with few items of rollingstock for them to move 
around.  

AMPOL 
 

BANKSMEADOW TERMINAL 
 

Realistic Modelling on a 
Budget. 

 
                                                Brad Peadon 



THE LINE 
 
 
  The branch was not very long, at 664 metres (2,178ft), I 
guess it was more a long siding. However there was much 
of interest to the modeller over this distance. 
  The points for the line faced Marrickville, branching off 
just east of today’s Page Street overbridge, passing 
through a boundary gate before immediately crossing 
Ocean Street on a curve. 
  This was the first of two crossings on the line, and being a 
main thoroughfare for traffic from Botany at the time, it was 
protected by Type F flashing lights from opening in 1958. 
The lights were manually operated for train movements. 
  While it has not been confirmed, it is assumed that the 
lights probably fell into disuse following the opening of the 
Page Street overbridge on December 4

th
, 1979 when Ocean 

Street became far quieter. 
  The derelict remains of these lights survived into the mid 
90s, quite possibly until the closure of the line when all 
signage and most rail removed. 
 
  On crossing Ocean Street, the line continued to curve a 
little more, crossing the driveway access of a nearby house, 
before entering the narrow right of way between the rear 
fences of the Young Street housing on the west side, and 
industrial estates to the east. 
  These industrial businesses sit level to the paralleling Anderson Street, which put the branch up on 
an elevated shelf for a much of its distance. 
  After the Young Street backyards were passed, the expansive property of David Gelatine was to be 
seen. The closest structure to the formation was an office building that was in an advanced state of 
dereliction by 1993/4. Today, however, it has been refurbished and in use as the Treehouse              
Restaurant.  
  Davis Gelatin, while never having any relationship with the railway line, had land that reached from 
Page Street right through to Anderson Street, which resulted in the line needing to run through their         
property. To date, nothing of this agreement has been found. 
   
  Soon after, the line curved more to the north east while passing another warehouse, crossed Baker 
Street and entered the AMPOL terminal. 
  The terminal was actually opened in 1955 by ‘United Petroleum Ltd’. The company name changed to 
‘Anglo United Petroleum Ltd’ in 1957 and again in 1958 to ‘Total Oil Products Australia Ltd’. AMPOL 
purchased Total in 1984. 
                                                                                                                          Despite the name change, to 

this day the old branch is more 
commonly referred to as the   
Total branch.  
 
  Back in the days of the branch, 
Baker Street was not the busy 
location it is today, the crossing 
signage being of a more simple 
Type B arrangement. 
 
  Since opening in 1958, the yard 
layout changed three times be-
fore its ultimate closure, the 
most recent refurbishment of 
the yard and facilities being in 
1994, just a couple of years be-
fore it would ultimately close.  



 

Track diagrams designed by Brad Peadon. 

INTERESTED IN THE BOTANY LINE? 
 

BOTANY LINE SIG 

 
Find Us On Facebook. 



OPERATIONS 
 
  While operations in the early days 
have not been easy to obtain       
information about, in the 90s it was 
common for either the Botany 
shunter to visit the terminal and 
push the tankers back to the goods 
yard, or for trains to operate directly 
out of the terminal to Clyde and  
beyond. 
  A goods train timetable from 1968 
suggests that the terminal was   
regularly shunted by trip trains,  
presumably those leaving Botany. 
However, this is not to say that 
shunts by the Botany yard shunter 
did not occur, these would not ap-
pear in the timetable. 
 
  Rollingstock on the line was     
limited mostly to NTAF fuel tankers 
for the terminal. These would have 
been separated by a match wagon 
during the steam era. 
  However, on occasion, Kelloggs 
NGRX rice hoppers have been 
down there when their plant was 
shunted at the same time. This 
would leave the possibility of louver 
vans also being pushed down there 
following a Kellogg’s shunt, though 
we have not yet found any evidence 
of this. 
  Botany had a shunters wagon that, 
again, could likely have been a   
regular visitor. 
 
  Locomotives, on the other hand, 

have been quite varied and this is where the line comes 
into its own for those who like to collect locomotives 
more than rollingstock. 
  Opening of the line was still well within the steam era 
and, while I am still far too young to have seen such    
delights, I have been told by those who were lucky 
enough that most common would have been standard 
goods locomotives of the 50 and 53 class, while 59 class 
would not have been unknown. 
  While there has been no actual proof of it, modellers 
could get away with 30 class tanks, which saw             
occasional use as Botany shunter, as well as the 36, 38 
and 60 class that were all quite common visitors out to 
Botany.  
 
  The diesel era is a bit easier, with the author noting 442, 
45, 48, 49 and 82 class shunting the branch at various 
times (see separate section for individual locomotive ex-
amples) and the reports of others stating that 44 and 73 
class have also been seen out there. 
  Again, while there is no actual proof of it, it is quite pos-
sible that an X200 has shunted the branch while in use as 
Botany shunter and also the 41 class which regularly 
made the journey out to Botany. Even the 81 class would 
be a pretty likely possibility.  

All Photos: David Xuereb 



 
  It is interesting to consider what 
could have been the case should 
the line remained opened. The 80 
class moving on to trip working 
would have almost certainly seen 
their presence along the branch 
and later, even more                 
interestingly, maybe Freight  
Australia locomotives following 
their move into NSW fuel train 
traffic. 
  Of course, this is just a          
possibility had the AMPOL/Caltex 
merger not occurred, fuel traffic 
continued on rail and you have 
all your modelling license fees 
paid up to date.  
 

     TO BE CONTINUED 

NSW Railways - Past and Present 
 

Formerly known as ‘Historic NSW Railways, this group is a wonderful collection of historic, and  
more modern, images of railways around New South Wales. 

If you would like to be part of the premier NSW heritage railway group, search for us on Facebook. 

Australian Sugar Cane Railway 
Mount Perry Road, Bundaberg 

 
Find them on Facebook for the   

latest running days and               
information. 
Photo: ASCR 



  In April 1893 a meeting was held at Phillips Hall, a central meeting place for the people of Temora in 
those days. The hall was located behind the Phillips Family Hotel, on the corner where the ANZ bank 
now stands. Both the pub and hall were owned by Mr Alfred Phillips.  
  The meeting was chaired by Mayor Edwin Gardiner (Temora’s first Mayor). The purpose of the      
meeting was to address alterations to the plans for the building sites at the Temora Railway Station, the 
resolution reads as follows:  
  Attendees were of the opinion that the alterations in the plan of the railway building sites, and           
approaches, do not give satisfaction to the general public. And further that the Railway Commissioner 
be invited to visit Temora to settle matters. 

   An amendment was then 
moved that these alterations 
be carried out. The chairman 
called for a division, when 
those in favour of the    
amendment had left the room 
the chairman declared the 
resolution unanimously     
carried.  
  This meeting was said to 
have been one of the largest 
ever held in Temora at that 
time, and went on to say that 
the utmost good humour did 
prevail.  
   In May 1893 Commissioner 
Fehon, together with his          
Engineer-in-Chief for         
Railways, arrived in Temora 
where they were interviewed 
by the Mayor and his          
Aldermen.  
  Another public meeting was 
called to address the site plan 

alterations, with the argument being that the goods shed site would be too 
close to railway station building. They were stating that one day a serious 
accident would occur with them being too close to each other. The goods 
shed site needed to be moved away from the station building, a further two 
chains (40 metres) to the south towards Victoria Street.  
  The resolution of this meeting was unclear, however most likely the              
Commissioner did settle the matter. 
  In those days, railway commissioners were powerful men, and usually al-
ways had the final word. This was evident when the Commissioner had 
seen the name Possum Power Tank. Apparently this name was not to his 
liking. He quickly set about changing the name of Possum Power Tank to 
Springdale, needless to say the locals were not happy.  

  There were several other occasions where Commissioners exercised their  authority and had name 
changs. Another example of this self appointed control was when the line was  eventually extended to 
Ariah Park, and the locality of Linton was changed to become Pucawan. 
   On the 10th of May, 1893, contracts were let to A.& G. Eaton for the construction of the railway station        
building, the Station Master’s residence and also the goods shed. The Temora railway station, together 
with the Cootamundra - Temora railway line, were both opened by the Governor General, the Right  
Honourable Sir Robert William Duff, during September 1893 . 
 

 WHEN THE RAILWAY 
CAME TO TEMORA. 

PART 3 -  MAX OLIVER 



  Minister W. J. Lyne was unable to 
attend the official opening due to an 
illness, however the Minister for    
Public Instruction, Mr F. B. Suttor,   
attended on his behalf.  
  The Temora railway station was later 
extended south along the platform 
towards  Victoria Street in 1911. The             
extensions as we know them today, 
became the Station Master’s and 
Ticket Sales Offices.  
  Two years later an additional      
building was added to the Northern 
end of the Station. Together with the 
awning and platform extension, the 
refreshment rooms were opened on 
20 January 1914.   
  
   
 

            
      

   

Compiled by Max Oliver with special thanks to Neville Pollard and the   
Australian Railway Historical Society NSW Division Resource Centre. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRANGE MODELERS OF UNIVERSAL TRAINS 
Australian Railway Ezines 

  Our group publishes ezines and historical railway information. 
These are free and aimed at both those interested in railways and the modelling of them. 

Find us on Facebook and receive each e-publication for free. 

CHAPTER UPDATES. 

  Not a huge amount going on at S*M*U*T HQ at 
this time. 
  The layout has suffered from a lack of attention, 
with time being mostly spent cataloguing the     
archive. 
  Sadly we have to report on the postponing of the 
‘Boiler To Boree’ tour to Boree Creek. Despite the 
greatest of efforts, Lachlan Valley is unable to get 
the P class operational in time.  
  We hope to learn more in coming months. 
  Despite this setback, we are still looking forward 
to the run in the future, as well as quite a number 
of other fundraising events awaiting their turn on 
the event calendar. 
  If you have any enquiries, please feel free to email 
us, rather than obtaining false information from 
forums with a personal agenda. 
  Updates can be found on our Facebook page: 
   www.facebook.com/The-Smutter-Railway-Ezine-
Publications-1751981008394081/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Howdee fellow Smutters.  
  As usual I have been kept very busy with the    
layout. A few changes have been made.  
  The three long freight sidings have been removed 
and a extra platform has been added making 11 
platforms  now. At the other end I've  added three 
carriage sidings and can store 16 carriages.    
  Most  points are motorized which means that   
operating the layout is so much easier.  

  Over the next few months I plan to wire up the     
micro switches on the points, so I have detection 
lights and will know which position the points are 
laying in. Also will wire up the colour light signals, 
which is now 18months overdue.  
  I will  host a smut night here in the later months 
when its a bit cooler. Enjoy some of the images be-
low. Most  of you  who are on my Facebook page and 
the Panic Station Productions page would have seen 
them. 
  Anyway fellow Smutters, take care and happy    
modelling. 
NATE THE CANDYMAN 

 



G'day guys,  
 
  This is my official, inaugural, update for the 
Helensvale Chapter (originally Henty chapter) . 
The following covers the time since my move from 
Southern New South Wales back in late August of 
2016.  
 
  September 2016, I started my living in       
Queensland by out steam train chasing to wit-
ness, and learn more about, Queensland Steam            
Preservation.  
  I initially chased the Queensland Workshop's 
BB18 1/4 Class loco 1089 around the Brisbane rail 
network during their ‘Steam Train Sunday’ events.  
  I can tell you it's different to experience and     
compare too when I use tochase steam trains 
around NSW.  But for my first time, it was          
fabulous to witness and ride on the narrow gauge 
steam loco shuttles. 
  Not much exciting happened in October 2016, 
but no news is good news, as they say. 
November 2016: 
  Apart from me being a railway buff, I do go to 
conventions for pop culture. Last November I 
went to the ‘Brisbane Convention and Exhibition 
Centre’ for Supanova, this being another interest 
I'm into. Even provided a photo to Brad Peadon 
for this SMUTTER issue with voice actor John  
DiMaggio (aka, Bender from the series of           
Futurama.) That was a great month for it despite 
significant thunderstorm activity (Your typical 
South-East Queensland weather). 
 
December 2016: 
  Man wasn't this to be a BUSY start of the month, 
I did plan to go out for the last 2016 ‘Steam Train 
Sunday’ event, however little did I know, a day  
before, there was also another trip for the heritage 
group called the Santa Steam Train to Shorncliffe, 
in the northern skirts of Brisbane.  
  Again the train being hauled by the same         
locomotive I saw in September, the BB18 1/4 
#1089. This day I chased it only to Eagle Junction 
and, then, a little further to a good bushland area 
called Nudgee. 
  Next day saw the last ‘Steam Train Sunday’ 
event. I chased the loco around Brisbane city, 
missing the first run of the shuttle, as I had no 
idea as to where it was going. 

   I took a gamble and went to South Brisbane first. 
As it turned out, it went the opposite direction on 
to the Ipswich line first, before heading onto the 
loop that goes into Yerongpilly.  
  As  the first shuttle was done, I left Roma Street 
10 minutes before the second steam shuttle and 
awaited it at Milton, the first station from Roma 
Street towards Ipswich.  
  Here I got some video footage which one day I 
will upload, well, at least if Sony Vegas decides 
not to muck up on me when rendering progressive 
footages from interlaced videos.  
  Later I caught the spark back to Roma Street, 
caught the Beenleigh service to Park Road, then 
waited for 1089 to go past, this occurring some 
three minutes after I got off the train. Once it 
passed, I caught the spark back to Roma Street 
and over to Platform 10, which is mostly for QR's 
long distance services, along with the tilt train  
services to Rockhampton, Townsville and Cairns.     
  After the heritage train departed, that was the 
end of the 2016 steam train season. 
 
  Late December, I made a long road trip down to 
Henty to spend Christmas with the family (Another 
reason being so that I could get all my stuff to 
bring up, including all my RTR model  trains, WIP 
kit rollingstock stuff etc.). While I did have plans 
to see people, an unexpected, and very sad, family 
matter lead to me having to cancel the scheduled 
catching up that I had planned to do. So my time 
in Henty wasn't as enjoyable as I hoped and I    
decided to come back home to Helensvale alot 
earlier than expected. 
 
  Not the happy start to 2017 I was hoping. But I'm 
sure things will go good down the track. 
  That's about all from the Helensvale Chapter, will 
hopefully update more when things happen. 



  The overhaul of 3237 continues down at      

Goulburn Roundhouse. 

  The longer than expected work has meant the 

postponing of our S*M*U*T fundraising tour to 

Boree Creek. 

 

Upcoming tours: 

March 4th -  Tottenham Picnic Races 

March 10-12th - Junee Rhythm & Rail 

March 19th - Kandos Express (Diesel Tour) 

March 25th - Tullibigeal Races 

May 6th - Trundle ABBA Festival 

 

Details: www.lvr.com.au 

  February saw the delivery of a passenger      

carriage bogie. It has been placed on display on 

the track leading to the former engine shed. 

  The museum has again suffered the attention of 

vandals, this time having the chain fence cut in a 

few locations. 

  As with Bombala, the Yass museum has also   

experienced some issues with trespassers on the 

property. 

 

  The museum took part in the ‘Oberon Highlands 

Steam and Vintage Fair’ during February. 

  The same weekend saw their special 10th         

anniversary dinner. 

 

January 15th saw a strategic meeting to determine 

the museums path in the immediate future. 

  The following list outlines activities/tasks to be 

carried out, in order of  importance. 

V Complete Storeroom and obtain the Heritage 

Operators Licence 

V Prepare station display and move locomotives  

V Refurbish exterior of Plough Van and line the 

interior for use as storage or other use  

V Reposition the signal ladder and repaint the   

signal.  

 

  S*M*U*T member Linda hard at work on  BE343. 

                                  Photo: Courtesy of State Mine  

  Caretaker John King has left the museum and the 

museum closed until further notice. 

BRANCHLINE & RURAL PRESERVATION 
NEWS NEEDED 

EMAIL US 
smut.modelers.group@gmail.com 

BRANCHLINE & RURAL PRESERVATION 
 

HELP US TO HELP THEM 

LACHLAN VALLEY RAILWAY 

FRIENDS OF BOMBALA STATION 

OBERON-TARANA HERITAGE RAILWAY 

YASS RAILWAY HERITAGE CENTRE 

GUNDAGAI HERITAGE RAILWAY 

Photo: Courtesy  of ‘Friends of Bombala Station. 

LITHGOW STATE MINE RAILWAY 



  This private 2ft gauge railway is owned by Peter 
Neve. It was officially opened on February 6th. 
  Regretfully, the railway is not open to the public, 
however people are invited to view it from the front 
fence. Perhaps not a good reason to drive all the 
way there for it, but certainly worth the look if you 
happen to be passing through Junee anyway. 
  The railway will be operational during the ‘Rhythm 
and Rail Festival’ on March 11-12. The local bus 
preservation group will be running a regular       
service around the town (see map) that will take in 
the local station, roundhouse, Pete’s Hobby Rail-
way and  other locations. 

 
  2705 is back together and in steam, however it is 
unknown if it has operated on its own at time of 
writing. 
  MAM907 is completely in undercoat, with the first 
applications of Indian Red applied.  
 

  Locomotive J549 has   
recently received a repaint 
by the museums young 
volunteer group. 

 

 

  The restoration of railcar 32RM continues apace. 
  Recent work has included replating all the hand-
rail knobs and installation of it’s first new drivers 

door. 
  The railcar is reported to have been tested 
and will soon get a lovely new coat of     
Victorian Railways blue and gold. 
  The museum has also been busy with   
ongoing rail replacement and the setting up 
of an interactive display in Daylesford     
station. 
 
 

 

 

  The museum had its Diesel Day on February 26th. 
 
Train rides rides were provided by the museums 
historic Kelly & Lewis diesel locomotives. 
 
Further info on future events can be got by calling 
the ATTM Info Line 0427 509 988.  

PETE’S HOBBY RAILWAY - JUNEE 

THIRLMERE 

VICTORIAN GOLDFIELDS 
RAILWAY 

DAYLESFORD SPA COUNTRY RAILWAY 

Photos Courtesy of: 
                 Daylesford Spa Country Railway 

ALEXANDRA TIMBER TRAMWAY MUSEUM 



  

 VR is our new trading 
name. 
  We originally started as 
the ‘Dandenong Foster        
Preservation Group’ back 
in 1984. 
  We took over the lease 
of  Nyora station, in the 
South Gippsland region, 
back whilst V/Line were 

still running trains. | 
  Initially we restored and cleaned up the station.  
  Then, in 1987 we became the ‘Great Southern  
Railway Society’ (GSRS), an incorporated non profit 
group and began acquiring some rolling 
stock. 
  Our intention was to begin a tourist     
railway between Nyora, Korumburra and 
Leongatha. However the ‘South Gippsland 
Tourist Railway’ (SGTR) was formed by a 
group of businessmen and they took over 
the lease of the line when V/Line ceased   
operation. 
  The GSRS provided some of our rolling 
stock to the SGTR for operation by them. 
   Aside from this,  we also acquired a   
former ‘Spirit of Progress’ carriage. This 
carriage is currently on long term loan to 
the ‘Seymour Railway Heritage Centre’   
(SRHC).  
   The SGTR, at one stage, hired out our 
locomotive (T342) to El Zorro Transport 

without our consent. The loco has suffered terribly 
at the hands of poor maintenance and weather.  
  Currently, we are restoring the loco, again,  this 
work being carried out at the SRHC yard in         
Seymour.  
  We are seeking funding or sponsorship to allow 
us to make her look  great again.  
  In 2016 the SGTR closed its doors after 21 years, 
so we are now happy to concentrate our efforts to-
wards restoring the T class and to continue to look 
after our carriage.  
  We are hopeful of starting up T342 during March, 
this being the first time in four years. 
Hope this helps 
 Cheers Shane  

VR—VICTORIAN RAILWAYS 

  February 12th was big day with T342 receiving attention from a number of members . Most of this work 
concentrated on the brake cylinders and engine room, while around 1000 litres of fuel was added into 
the tank. The group is hopeful of being able to turn the engine over shortly. 
                                                                                                                                            Photo: Courtesy of VR 

Photos:          APM Yellow - Bernie Baker 
                        Restoration: Courtesy of VR 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  This group located at Tailem 
Bend roundhouse have       
reportedly purchased          
locomotive 103 from Balco. 
  The locomotive, originally 
4537 on the NSW Railways, 

has had a few owners since she was sold at auction in 
1994. 

 
 

The train which arrived 25 
years late. 

   When the railway to Milang closed in 1970, virtually all 

of the track, the station and other infrastructure was   
removed and the station area, on the banks of Lake     
Alexandrina, return to bush.  
  Twenty years later some Milang railway enthusiasts  
purchased a carriage from the Australian National      
Railways. Then some track was laid on the original      
station site, the station building was brought back on a 
truck and the platform was rebuilt. Over the following 
years, additional wagons, carriages, track and              
infrastructure were added to create a museum which 
closely resembles the original station with a “train” at the 
platform. 
  For 25 years, that “train” has been waiting in Milang  
station but without a locomotive. In October 2015, the 
situation was finally resolved when South Australian  
Railways locomotive number 351 arrived to take its place 
at the station. 
   Locomotive 351 was one of two built at Islington in 
1949. They were the first diesels to operate on South 
Australian railways and were used for shunting.  Despite 
their mighty six cylinder English Electric diesel engines 
and 50 ton weight, their power was a meagre 250 hp    
giving a top speed of a pedestrian 28 kph. On retirement, 
locomotive 351 first went to Moonta for a tourist railway 
which fell through. It was then used by SteamRanger at 
Dry Creek but, after a major engine failure, was retired for 
a second time to the National Railway Museum at Port 
Adelaide. There it sat in a back siding for twenty five 
years before being gifted to the Milang Railway Museum. 
   In October 2015, two large cranes and a low loader 
turned up at the National Railway Museum to collect   

locomotive 351 but all did not go to plan.                       
  The locomotive was found to be a few metres away from 
the cranes and a failed attempt was made to push it into 
place. After a tractor was been found to do the job, the 
locomotive was lifted onto the low loader on to which 
rails had been welded. Due to its size, the locomotive had 
to take a six-hour route via Sedan and Murray Bridge and 
arrived at Milang too late to be    offloaded that evening. 
   The next morning, the low loader was reversed down a 
temporary ramp at the end of the Museum track. Fish 
plates were bolted in place and the locomotive was 
dragged off the low loader and down the track to its new 
home where it was open for inspection at the Milang  
Railway Day. 
   After twenty five years outside, the locomotive needed 
a lot of restoration work. Rust removal and  repainting 
was carried out by the museum’s volunteers. The internal 
damage to the engine, missing parts and high insurance 
premiums prevented the museum restoring the             
locomotive to running condition.     
  However they gave visitors the next best experience. A 
driving simulator was developed and installed in the loco 
cab so that visitors are now able start the “engine”,     
operate the controls and “drive” the loco through Mount 
Barker station. 
   The museum and the loco simulator are now open each 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon from noon to 4pm. 
 
Regards 
Peter Lucas 
Secretary 
Port Milang Historic Railway Museum 

 
 
 
Due to increases in operational expenses, Steamranger 
announced a fare increase of approximately 3.25% effec-
tive December 1st, 2016. 
 

 
  Static restoration of class 8330 brakevan #8394 has re-
cently been completed. 
  The museum plans a small celebration in 2017 to mark 
this achievement. 

 

  Steamtown has been donated ALCo DL531 locomotive 
863. It is expected it will be staticly preserved within the 
roundhouse museum. 
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  The group has an ongoing 
scheduled resleepering program 
that is seeing the original timber 
sleepers replaced with concrete 
ones. 
  Some of this work was         
undertaken on February 13th, an 
image of which appears below. 

Upcoming operation dates: 
 
* Sun 26th Feb ---- Steam 
* Sun 5th Mar ---- Steam 
* Sun 12th Mar ---- Steam 
* Sun 19th Mar ---- Steam 
* Sun 26th Mar ---- Steam 
* Sun 2nd Apr ---- Steam 
* Tue 4th Apr ---- Diesel 
* Wed 5th Apr ---- Steam 
* Fri 7th Apr ---- Diesel 
* Sun 9th Apr ---- Steam 

* Tue 11th Apr ---- Diesel 
* Wed 12th Apr ---- Steam 
--> CLOSED Friday 14th Apr <-- 
CLOSED 
* Sun 16th Apr ---- Steam 
--> Monday 17th Apr --- Steam 
* Sun 23rd Apr ---- Steam 
* Sun 30th Apr ---- Steam 
* Sun 30th Apr ---- Diesel 
* Sun 1st May ---- Steam  
 
 

 
  DownsSteam Tourist Railway 
& Museum has announced their 
launch of their Drayton station 
and workshop precinct "open 
days", on the first Saturday of 

every month.  
  Major re-sheeting work has been completed on 
DP13 ‘Gatsby Flyer’. 
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Photo: 
The late  
          Ray Gardiner 

Quad C class make a great sound as they pass through Waratah on a wheatie. 
                                                                                                                                       Photos: The late Tim Gray 



  Since the last issue of ’The SMUTTER’ there 

has been three very sad losses to the hobby, 

two of whom were long term friends from two 

different parts of my railway interest. 

                      TIM GRAY 

 

  There is no doubt that 2016 was a particularly 

bad year for celebrity deaths around the world. 

  Closer to home it was the loss of my good 

friend James Loosemore that hit me hard. 

  However 2016 was to present me with another 

loss in its final weeks, that of Tim ’Timmmaaayy’ 

Gray. 

  You only have to look at the comments on his 

Facebook page to see what a good hearted, fun 

and genuinely kind person Tim was. 

  I met Tim so many years ago that I really can’t 

recall the details of how it was that we became 

friends. 

  For a time we even got to work together in a car 

park I managed near Sydney airport.  

  Tim was one of those people who it was always 

fun to be around. You were always guaranteed a 

terrific trip when he was riding along. 

  The last time I saw Tim was during the S*M*U*T 

tour of the Bluescope steelworks in Port      

Kembla. He awaited us at the Visitors Centre, 

usual beaming smile and hug, along with the 

latest issue of Motive Power that mentioned me 

as part of an article on the history of the       

magazine. 

  Hard to imagine that, behind the smile and laughs, there was so much sadness. At least James now has some 

fun company up there. Miss you Timmay. 

 

Got A Problem 
Email Dr Cooties  
smut.modelers.group@gmail.com 
________________________________ 
 
  I know this question is out of the blue, but do you 
know if there has been any talks etc of any freight    
services operating to and from West Tamworth ever 
again?  
                                                                            Paul Bird 
 
  Crawfords are looking at running a weekly (to start 
with) freight service between West Tamworth & Bota-
ny, infrastructure works have apparently begun on a 
Crawfords Depot at West Tamworth.  

 
  Bradly any external difference between NVIF & NVFF vans 
as far as HO is concerned?  
                                                                     Roy Howarth 
 
  Only difference is the style of marker lights (AN type 
on NVIF), The only other difference is an internal one 
they are fitted with equipment brackets. the IHG/NVIF's 
were numbered 31689-31700 used primarly by Australi-
an National between Broken Hill and Port Pirie.  
 
Are 2AEs banned from the mainline?  
                                                                    Aaron Hobson 
 
As far as I know  they aren't banned per say, but not 
much surviving is still fitted with these very outdated 
bogies  
 

Tim Gray doing what he loved most. 
                                                             Photo: Leon Oberg Media 

Brad Peadon 



                        RAY GARDINER 
 
  Ray is a mate I met through my interest in     
narrow gauge, industrial and Asian railways. 
  An incredibly knowledgeable man, he often 
helped me with information of one sort or        
another. 
  When David Philips and I started the 
‘Lubricated Flange’ some years back, Ray was 
instantly interested in both the plan for Asian 
railway content, plus the light hearted way we 

went about it. 
  More recently, Ray took an interest 
in ‘The SMUTTER’ and we had been 
talking both about it, and the holiday 
he was on, regularly during his final 
weeks. 
  I only caught up with Ray, in       
person, on the very rare occasion. 
The last time being a couple of years 
back during a ‘Light Railway         
Research Society of Australia’ meet-
ing at Burwood. 
  I will miss the chats, his knowledge 
and his photos. 
  Thankfully he sent five photographs 
from Thailand for use in the maga-
zine. All will be shown over coming 
issues. 
 

DYLAN WHEELER 
 
  Sadly, I only got to meet Dylan on the one occa-
sion. 
  He was our driver on the S*M*U*T tour of 
Bluescope Steel in Port  Kembla. 
  Not only a good driver, he was very patient with 
all requests from our group. 
  Dylan’s love of buses saw him driving the     
heritage buses during Australia Day (the last 
time I saw him) and a regular volunteer at the 
Sydney Bus Museum at Leichardt. 

                          Artwork by Bagus Widyanto  

 

4201 and 1210 
arrive at Yass 

Junction station. 
  1210 would  

continue down 
the tramway to 

Yass Town . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: 
Alf Atkin 



TOP:  
  The loco is a Kerr Stuart 2387 - 1915 0-4-0ST Wren class. It was Sri Maharacha Timber Co   
number 2 named KOH LOI. Here it is seen preserved at Siam Country Club near Pattaya. 
Na (pictured with loco) was built in Isan, Thailand 16-8-1978. 
                                                                                                   Photo: Ray Gardiner 
 
BOTTOM: 
 
1089 passes through Nudgee on a Shorncliffe shuttle. 3-12-16 
                                                                                                  Photo: Josh Russell 


